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11:00 pm - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Welcome in Christmas night with a beautiful
night of Candlelight and Communion. This
quieter service is a perfect way to get away from
the hustle and bustle of it all and focus purely
on the blessing of Jesus Christ.
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5:30 pm, - Family Christmas Eve Service “No Room In the Inn”
Join us for Communion and Candlelight in a
kid-friendly service complete with an invitation for
the kids to go on a journey. This shorter worship is
filled with the Carols you know as we welcome the
Christ Child on Christmas Eve.
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Christmas Eve Offering
This year we are receiving an offering as a gift to
others. We will split our offering between Week of
Compassion (helping families all over the world
recover from disaster and tragedy) and the Aaron
McNeil Center who organizes the kids’ backpack
program (sending food home with kids over the
weekend) and is the primary organization helping
families with utility and rent assistance. This
Christmas, remember the kids and families in our
community and in our world that are most in need
of your “presents.” Perhaps consider giving as a
family, or treating this offering as an extra “child” or
“grandchild” as you check off your Christmas lists.

A Word from
Pastor Wade
“Christmas Joy”

Last week, at a Regional gathering of Disciple pastors,
Rachel Nance Woehler, Transitional West Area Regional
Minister, asked us how we as clergy got into the Christmas Spirit. It’s a good question, especially for those whose
“work” is so focused on Christmas. I can only imagine what
retailers have to deal with. (I am always grateful for those
wonderful salespeople who still seem to carry the Christmas spirit through it all.)
For some of our pastors, it was decorating; for some, it
was the music or a special worship service or tradition, or
keeping the carols going on the radio. For me, the Christmas spirit tends to build. It starts with planning for Advent
and beginning with an attitude of gratitude at Thanksgiving, but then it goes through the more serious emotions,
remembering the reasons we needed a Savior in the first
place (both spiritual and physical) and need his Kin’dom to
grow in the present day. The prophets remind us that the
savior comes to bring freedom to the imprisoned, hope to
the hopeless, healing to the broken, and good news to the
poor. We will not build a deep-rooted sense of Christmas
joy, if we don’t recognize our role in building up God’s work
and will in the world.
And as the services are planned, and the sermons
and prayers are written, and the rehearsals are done,
the stress of the season begins to lessen, and the joys
and memories of these special services begin to grow. My
heart still smiles at one of our little ones skipping and running back from doing their part in the Children’s Christmas
Program. Today, I was able to invite our Promise Land Preschoolers and their families to the Live Nativity. I am hopeful for the music of our Lessons and Carols service. And I
am even grateful to share a word and service of comfort
for those for whom Christmas is not filled with joy at our
Blue Christmas service.
On Christmas Eve, we will gather as one church family,
welcoming both stranger and friend alike. We will hear the
story again and remember the miracle of Christmas, as
Emmanuel (“God with Us”) becomes real to us in heart,
mind, and soul. We will sing together, pray together, hope
together, and share the light of Christ together.
Finally, on Christmas Day, I will wake with my family,
spend the day in games and movies and food and presents, then begin our preparations to see our extended
family. And as I rest from a busy season, I will see God’s
love made real in so many ways. Then, the Christmas Spirit will rest in my heart, settling in like a sleeping toddler
nestled in their daddy’s arms.
However you might experience it, I hope that the
Christmas Spirit is alive and growing in you.
Merry Christmas!
Rev. Wade

NOTE FROM CH#5 AMBASSADOR

The neighborhood kids are enjoying “Advent Fun and
Games” at Challenge House 5. Each of the 9 sessions has a
different activity. December’s overall focus is increasing the
kid’s attendance, and it’s working. Building on the momentum, the plan is to offer transportation for the neighborhood kids (and possibly adults) to join us at worship and/
or 232Kids! and XP3. Needed are volunteer SHEPHERDS
to supervise their experience at FCC. What a great way to
serve in missions where you already are!
January’s focus is exploring arts & crafts for the neighborhood women as we develop a cottage industry model.
Needed are ART & CRAFT SUPPLIES for adults, and possibly volunteers to WATCH ANY PRESCHOOLERS at the
house so their mothers can focus.
In February, we hope to begin an adult Bible study and
need BIBLES. Other items on the wish list are a LARGE
BULLETIN BOARD to use as a rotating art gallery and a
COMFY “PRAYER CHAIR” for my prayer corner. If you
have anything to donate to CH5, let me know (Joyce Barrier, 908-399-3988, joybarr77@gmail.com). Know that
you are always welcome to come visit me and/or check
out the activities at Challenge House 5. Most importantly,
please PRAY for God’s Light to shine as together we make
disciples and help those in the neighborhood.

LEADERSHIP RETREAT SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, January 11, the Elders, Deacons, and members of Leadership Council and Ministry Table will gather
for a day of planning and visioning. It is a time for new and
continuing leaders to plan and coordinate their ministries,
so that together, we continue to build up the Body of Christ.
This year, we are inviting the whole church to join us for
our final sessions on our Ministry Priorities for 2020, which
were shared at the State of the Church gathering this fall.
Join us from 1:30-3:00 for breakout (focus) groups and
our closing communion service together. This is a great
way to jumpstart our new ministry together. We hope to
see you there! (Listen and watch for location details.)

NOTE OF THANKS

Dear First Christian Church,
Thank you so much for the poem and the beautiful gift
given to me at the Christmas Dinner. Being recognized
for ten years of service caught me by surprise. Serving
here continues to be an honor and joy. Thank you for affording me this opportunity. Gail

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the office is otherwise notified.)

Albert Sisk
J.D. Hazelrigg and family
Gary and Nita Satterfield
Trudy Morris (James’s mother)
Steve DeMoss
Gracie Ausenbaugh
The Family of Rev. Paul Farmer

Jim Cummins
Kent Shaw
Vivian Kem
Dallas Kingsolver
Ron Hayes
Breck Cayce
Bill Simmons

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS

11.10.19 ...............................166 11.17.19 ...............................142
11.24.19 ...............................179 12.01.19 ...............................154
12.08.19 ...............................168 12.15.19 ...............................167

13.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

20.

12.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Youth Group

19.

27.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Youth Group

Church Office Closed

26

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Youth Group

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
4:00-6:00 pm All-Church Lefse
Party @ The Revs Miller home
5:00 pm Youth Group Party

Martin Luther King Day

6.

MONDAY

5.

SUNDAY

THURSDAY

30.

29.

6:30 pm Chancel Choir

28.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
10:00 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Scouts BSA

10:30 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga

10:30 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Edgar Cayce S. G.
6:30 pm Duplicate Bridge

MESSENGER DEADLINE
FOR INFORMATION

23.

10:30 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga

5:30 pm Meal
6:00 pm Worship
6:45 pm Fun Stories w/
Friends (Children & Youth)
6:45 pm Parents Meeting
6:45 pm Chancel Choir
22.

16.

10:30 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Edgar Cayce S. G.
6:30 pm Duplicate Bridge

MESSENGER DEADLINE
FOR INFORMATION

9.

10:30 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
Noon - Prayer Shawl Min.
5:30 pm Yoga

2.

15.

8.

Church Office Closed

HAPPY NEW YEAR

WEDNESDAY
1.

5:30 pm Meal
6:00 pm Worship
6:45 pm Disciples Men’s
Ministry - Greg Alexander
6:45 pm Disciples Women’s
Ministry
6:45 pm Chancel Choir

10:00 am Faithful Friends
10:00 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Scouts BSA

21.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
10:00 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Scouts BSA

14.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
10:00 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Scouts BSA

7.

TUESDAY

FRIDAY

31.

West Area Youth Ski Thing

24.

17.

10.

5:00 pm Wedding
Rehearsal Sowell/Gardner

3.

SATURDAY

West Area Youth Ski Thing

25.

18.

8:30 am - 3:00 pm
FCC Leadership Retreat

11.

5:30 pm Wedding
Sowell/Gardner

4.

Tiffany Baker
Debbie Camp
Gary Haddock
Rippy Woodard
Bethany Yielding
Margaret Anderson
Evan Conrad
Frank Raber
Peggy Jones
Sue Hayes
Brennon Maynard
Michele Morris
Yancie Welliever
Marty Gamble
Barbara Golladay
Kelley Satterfield
Dawn Camp
David Collins
Sheila DeMoss

9. Dan and Helen Damron
Bill and Dottie Simmons
20. Spencer and Jamie Kilijian

Jan. Anniversaries

26.
29.
30.

25.

19.
22.
23.

7.
8.
11.
14.
15.

5.

January Birthdays
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MESSENGER - DEADLINE

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Thursday January 9, 2019

Thank you for your cooperation.

END OF YEAR GIVING

The Messenger

As a way of saying thank you to our
church and celebrating the Christmas season, we are inviting you to
join us between 4-6pm on January 5, the 12th Day of Christmas,
for an open house at “The Revs.”
Wade & Theta Miller’s home.
(215 James Drive) We will enjoy
a traditional Norwegian recipe as
we make lefse (think potato-based crepe, smothered
in butter and sugar) together. Not only will you have a
chance to eat it, we’ll even give you a shot at making
it! Hope you will drop by.
“The Revs.” Wade & Theta

I would like to thank each of you for your generosity to First Christian Church by sharing your gifts of
money, service and prayer. Your gifts of all amounts
are an integral part of our ministry together. If you
have not returned your pledge card for 2020, please
do so as soon as possible.
Also as a reminder, if you wish your end of year
contributions to be counted in 2019, please have
your checks in to the church no later than December
31, 2019.
Thank you for your continued support of First
Christian Church!
Jane Wells

Making

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
2601 South Walnut Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

ALL-CHURCH LEFSE PARTY
AT “THE REVS.”

in

There will be two new Beth Moore bible studies beginning on Tuesday, January 14th. See upcoming bulletins for details.
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BETH MOORE STUDIES: JANUARY 14TH

