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Advent and Christmas Seasons at FCC

At work or at school, we move from January to December, and then back to January for the next year. We move through Winter to Spring to Summer to Autumn, and
back again to Winter. We tell time in a circular way, in a recurring cycle. Where does
a circle begin, and where does it end? A circle has neither a beginning nor an end; yet,
as we tell time, we mark a place on the circle to count cycles. We mark January 1st
on our natural calendar to count the years.
Next to Easter, most of us count Christmas as a very important part of the story of
Jesus. We observe Christmas on December 25th, a few days after the winter solstice. For the first few
hundred years of Christianity, church leaders debated whether to celebrate the birthday of Jesus at all.
Birthday celebrations were for pagan emperors, not for the Son of God, some argued. Besides, no one
had any idea when the day might be. But in the year 336, the Emperor Constantine declared December
25th as the day to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Yet, Christmas isn’t the starting line in the circle of time for Christians. Our Church Year starts with
Advent, which means “coming.” This is when we reflect on the words of prophets who aroused the expectation of a future Messiah. The color of this season is blue—as in royal blue, or else purple, another color
symbolic of royalty. Advent isn’t just a time to remember the prophets of old; it’s also a time to anticipate
Christ coming again—here and now among us or coming to bring heaven to earth in the future.

Not to be missed--here are events and services to share with First Christian.
December 2nd
9:45 a.m. Worship Service Hanging of the Greens

December 16th
11:00 a.m.
Prayer Partner Potluck Brunch
and Gift Packing

December 16th
6:00
Living Nativity

December 9th
9:45 a.m.
Ceremony of Nine Lessons
and Carols

December 16th
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Children’s Christmas Caroling

December 24th
5:30 p.m.
Family Christmas Eve Service

December 9th
5:30 p.m.
Children’s Christmas Program
6:00 p.m.
All Church Christmas Party

December 24th
December 16th
11:00 pm..
5:30 p.m.
Christmas
Eve
Blue Christmas Worship Service Candlelight Communion
Service

A Note from
Dr. Phil
North Koreans keep testing nukes.
Saudi Arabia fights Iran
using Yemen as a kickball;
in Yemen, 3 million are displaced, 1 million have cholera,
and 8 million may starve.
Myanmar pushes Rohingya refugees into Bangladesh;
Bangladesh pushes them
back.
The Taliban persists in Afghanistan with aid from Pakistan, Iran, and Russia.
The Syrian government continues destroying its
own cities and citizens.
The Democratic Republic of the Congo, where
there are more Disciples of Christ members than in
North America, struggles with a humanitarian crisis
while its president, Joseph Kabila, refuses to let go of
control.
Venezuela is crashing politically and economically.
And today’s news: an emergency meeting of the
United Nations Security Council over the Ukrainian
ship rammed by a Russian vessel.
For many reasons, “the nations rage, the kingdoms totter,” as we read in Psalm 46. The hope we
proclaim during Advent is that God “makes wars
cease to the end of the earth, breaking the bow, shattering the spear, burning the chariots with fire!” It’s
the vision of Micah 4:3, for a day when “they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” It’s a
dream of peace on earth.
In 1863, when the Civil War was tearing apart
this nation, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote, “And
in despair I bowed my head: / ‘There is no peace on
earth,’ I said: / ‘For hate is strong and mocks the
song / Of peace on earth, good-will to men.’”
It was the sound he heard—the bells on Christmas
day playing “their old familiar carols-” that gave him
the hope that the world would “revolve from night to
day,” and that he would once again experience peace
on earth.
Longfellow’s despair may be easier to comprehend than Advent’s hope for peace, but when we
pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth,”
we commit ourselves to work for peace however
we can.

YOU CAN DO CREATION CARE

Say NO to the plastic straw!
Target the plastic straw for extinction and reduce
plastic pollution in our waterways and on beaches. (Also Ladies, drinking from straws causes

lines around our lips.)

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
DECEMBER 16TH (Note change)

Following the morning worship service on December 16th,
the Congregation will meet officially to hear and approve
the Nominations for church officers and the proposed
Budget for 2019. Please make every effort to take part in
this important session.

THANK YOU NOTES!

Thank you to everyone who made our Thanksgiving feast
so wonderful and delicious. Special thanks to John Camp,
head turkey chef; Phil Camp, Roy Keller, Gary Haddock, Sterling McNutt, carving chefs; and Emma Camp, sous chef in
training. Donna Bolton, Darlene Bolton, Dottie Simmons,
for planning, executing and cleanup. A special thanks to
all who came in spite of weather, and the delicious food
and the wonderful fellowship they brought. Thanks to Don
Atwood for informing us about our new Legacy initiative. It
was a night to be thankful for our church.
Dear First Christian Church members and friends,
Thank you so much for all you did for us when Sonny
passed away. The service, lunch, your kindness and caring
have meant so much for our family.
Thank you, Love, Anna Marie, Frank and Susan
To the Members of Frist Christian Church,
Words cannot express how much we treasure all the
acts of kindness following the death of Jim Chadwell. The
meals, phone calls, cards, e-mails and visits to the funeral
home were greatly appreciated. Thanks to Dr. Tom Steiner and Rev. Kim Zarley for the beautiful service you conducted. Your inspiration and thoughts brought comfort
and peace to our family. The luncheon provided by the bereavement committee was very special and we appreciate
all the time and hard work. Jim loved this church and the
welcome he received when he moved to Hopkinsville.
With God’s Love, The family of Jim Chadwell

SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Flo Dorroh and family upon the
death of her husband, Charlie Dorroh who died on November 25th. A Graveside service will be held at a later date.

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the office is otherwise notified.)

Vickie Sisk
Helen Damron
Teresa Combs
Mary Provo
Becky Mays

Barbara Oakes
Lori Dawson
Mary Partain
Family of Charlie Dorroh
Sam Rechter

Zoe Raber
Pam Cannon
Chris Miller
Flo Dorroh		
Kay McNutt

ATTENDANCE PAST FOUR WEEKS
11.04.18................................157 11.11.18................................145
11.18.18................................144 11.25.18................................147

WEEK OF COMPASSION AT WORK

My sister, Becky Mays, and my 42 year old disabled
nephew Paul, were hit by the eye of Hurricane Michael on
Wednesday October 10, 2018. Their home and car were
completely devastated. They were saved by being in two
linen closets. By the Grace of God there were no injuries, as
they heard the roof being torn from their home and listened
as furniture and their beloved things tossed to and fro and
they prayed. My sister is 73 and has scoliosis and heart
disease and no one has come to help her. Her daughter’s
house had minimal damage and Becky and Paul are able to
stay there temporarily. My niece’s son had to move in also,
as his house was destroyed too. We are trying to get a car
fixed to get to her now.
Her landlord has done nothing to help nor anyone else,
not even put a tarp on the roof or gotten sheet rock down
from the ceiling so she can safely go into her home to access the damage or get her things.
There is finally some good news! Bless the Lord! After
the last big rain down there I told Gary I was ready to go
down there and put the tarp on. Then when talking to Gary’s
sister about it she said the most obvious thing- Why don’t
you ask your church for help! Why hadn’t we thought of
that? Where do you go in your time of trouble? So I went
to Dr. Miller and he took off with it. He contacted Week
of Compassion and got a long email from Caroline Hamilton-Arnold, Associate Director of Week of Compassion,
who gave us phone numbers, emails, websites, and a long
pamphlet for how to maneuver through all the bureaucracy.
The best thing was a name: Roger Peadro, many of you remember him. He taught at HMS with Gary, was minister
at FCC Earlington and directed Camp Kum Ba Ya (the years
Dane and Daniel were there). He is now minister at FCC
Fort Walton and is the coordinator for Week of Compassion
for Hurricane Michael. We were so excited and called him
right away. Within a few days, his son Adam had found a
boat Captain in Panama City who with his crew made it their
mission to tarp houses. Within a couple of days Becky’s
house was tarped and in addition her yard, driveway, and
porch had been completely cleared of debris. She could
not believe it! She has a circle drive and she could now
drive around it. She could walk to her door without fighting
branches.
She was amazed! Because of the Week of Compassion,
my sister has had all this relief and joy in one day with nothing done in over a month. We are so proud of our denomination! Because of the information in the pamphlet from
Week of Compassion, Becky was able to immediately get
food stamps for 90 days for her, her son, her daughter, and
her grandson.
Thank the Lord. This is a Beginning, Nita Satterfield

CHANGE TO THE BY-LAWS

Upon the request of the Nominating Committee, the Leadership Council is recommending a change to our By-laws regarding the number of Deacons required to be elected annually. Our current by-laws state in item IV, section A, number
2, “There shall be no fewer than 20 Elders and 44 members
of the Diaconate.” The recommended change will read as
follows: “There shall be no fewer than 20 Elders and 32
members of the Diaconate”. This change will be presented
and voted on at the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 16. If you have any questions, concerns, or
suggestions, please notify Jennifer Maddux, Moderator or
Sheila Demoss, Chair of the Nominating Committee.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR
RESERVATION FOR THE ALLCHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY.

Reservations for the Catered meal can be made
on the bottom of the Attendance Card on
Sunday or by calling/emailing the church office.
Cost: Adult $7, Child $3, Family $17
Please bring a dessert to share.

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE
December 16th at 5:30pm

This Blue Christmas service offers a more somber look at
the birth of Christ for everyone who deeply feels the longing for hope and light in the darkness. Christmas often
magnifies our sorrows before it brings us the promise of
new life. So we gather together to remember the loved
ones we have lost, and to comfort those who are struggling with illness, financial challenges, sorrow, disappointment, and pain. Let us be present to each other in the
midst of absence.

FORGOTTEN ANGELS
CHRISTMAS MINISTRY

The Outreach Team will be accepting unwrapped
items for the Forgotten Angels at Pennyrile Personal
Care Home again this year. Collection boxes will be
located in the Gathering Space and outside the office
door for you to place your items in beginning Sunday,
November 25 through Sunday, December 9.
Snacks & Drinks
Instant coffee, potato chips, pretzels, cheese nips,
goldfish, popcorn, nuts, trail mix, peanut butter or
cheese crackers, Slim Jims, beef jerky, raisins, canned
sodas, granola bars, snack cakes, cookies, Cracker
Jacks, chocolate covered cherries, pop tarts, candy
canes, donuts/moon pies/hard candy/chocolate
candy/mostly any snack you can think of.
Board Games and Activities Books
Pen and pencils, spiral notebook paper, adult coloring books, crayons and color pencils, puzzle and word
books.
Other Ideas
Socks, gloves, scarves, throws, body wash, shampoo,
lotions, hairbrush, combs, toothbrush/toothpaste
If you would like to make a monetary donation,
please make checks payable to Pennyrile Area Development Division or PADD and put Forgotten Angels
in the memo line. You can place your check in the
offering plate or give it to Gary or Nancy Wall or Anita
Cummins. Items will be taken to the PADD office on
Monday, December 10.
Nancy Wall, 270839-9001

24.

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSING AT NOON

23.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
Noon - Concealing the
Evidence
5:00 pm - Youth Movie Night

NEW YEARS EVE

31.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
followed by Congregational
Meeting
11:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Prayer Partner
Brunch
3:00 pm Children’s Caroling
5:30 pm Blue Christmas
6:00 pm Living Nativity

30.

17.

16.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School

CHRISTMAS DAY
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
Lessons and Carols
11:00 am Sunday School
5:30 pm Children’s
Christmas Play
6:00 pm All Church
Christmas Party

5:30 pm Family Christmas
Eve Service
11:00 pm Candlelight
Communion Christmas
Eve Service

25.

10.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Boy Scouts

18.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Boy Scouts

11.

10:00 am Faithful Friends
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 pm Co-Ed Volleyball

9.

TUESDAY

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba
7:30 pm Co-Ed Volleyball
8:00 pm Co-Ed Volleyball

4.

8:30 am Early Seeker Class
9:45 am Worship Service Hanging of the Greens
11:00 am Sunday School
4:00 pm Youth Choir
5:00 pm Youth Group

MONDAY

3.

SUNDAY

2.

WEDNESDAY

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

26.

6:30 pm Chancel Choir

19.

6:30 pm Chancel Choir

12.

6:30 pm Chancel Choir

5.

THURSDAY

6:30 pm Duplicate Bridge

27.

10:15 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga

20.

10:15 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Yoga

13.

10:15 am Prayer Group
11:00 am Exercise Class
Noon - Prayer Shawl Min.
5:30 pm Yoga

MESSENGER DEADLINE

6.

FRIDAY

28.

21.

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

14.

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

7.

SATURDAY

29.

22.

15.

8.

1.

Linda Cayce
Mary Catherine Smith
Don Atwood
Julia Crenshaw
Isobelle Estes
Whitney Steele
Elizabeth Toms
Sonny Campbell
Chelsea Haddock
Jillian McCourt
Gerry McGee
Casey Monroe
Frank Campbell, Jr.
Anita Cummins
Becky Johnson
Mike Foster
Kathy Harton
ReGina Morris
Ken Roberts
Gene Scott
David Clark
Evelyn Cotthoff
Dane Satterfield
Spencer Kilijian
Linda Ledford
Mike Kem
James Lose
Nancy Shaw
Lewis Bradley
Carolyn Ross
Avery Long
Mike Cayce
Anne Ross Bruce
Phil Camp
Foster Cotthoff
Jeff Johnson
Hillary Sledd
Lincoln Foster
Jackie Johnson
Domonique Baker
Anna Marie Campbell

12. Chuck and Anita Cummins
13. Kyle and Heather Congdon
14. Breck and Linda Cayce
Rick and Lori Harper
16. Michael and Tracey Clark
19. Mike and Judy Baker
Jack and Susan Scott
21. Jim and Karen Moore
26. Neal Sellars and Kay McKinney
27. Dan and Betty Thomas
29. Norris and Mary Jane Orange
Marc and Christiana Shields
30. Chad and Hillary Sledd

Dec. Anniversaries

31.

30.

22.
25.
27.
28.
29.

18.

15.
16.
17.

12.
13.
14.

10.
11.

8.
9.

7.

1.
3.
5.
6.

December Birthdays
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Dec. 2nd:
- Sunday School, 11am
- Joyful Noise Youth Choir, 4pm
- Youth Christmas Party, 5-7pm

The Messenger

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
2601 South Walnut Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

DECEMBER YOUTH MINISTRIES

Dec. 9th:
- Joyful Noise Youth Choir will be sing in worship, 9:45am
- Sunday School, 11am
- Children’s Christmas Program & Christmas Party, 5:30pm
Dec. 16th:
- FCC Living Nativity, 6-7pm
Youth meet in the church library at 5:30pm

brian.miller@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
270-886-0197

Periodicals
Hopkinsville, Kentucky
USPS 004-990

Blessings,
Brian Miller
FCC Youth Minister

MESSENGER - DEADLINE

Dec. 30th:
- Sunday School, 11am
- Youth Group - Movie Night, 5pm

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Thursday, December 6, 2018

Dec. 24th:
- Family Christmas Eve Service, 5:30pm
- Candlelight Service, 11pm

Thank you for your cooperation.

Dec. 23rd:
- Sunday School, 11am
- NO Youth Group

