AUGUST 15, 2018

BOOK CLUB
NEWS

We have just completed
our first book discussion
and have decided what
our next will be. The
group is open to anyone,
and if a book interests
you, then you can join us
as you wish. The next
book will be Amor Towles’ A Gentleman in Moscow,
and we’ll meet on August 20, 7:00 p.m. at the home
of Jane McInnis. Here’s a little info about the book,
and if you want to read along and join us in August,
please email Sheila DeMoss at ssdemoss@bellsouth.
net so that they can have a count.

Beginning in 1922, a wealthy aristocrat, Count
Alexander Rostov, lives under house arrest
by the Bolsheviks in the famed luxurious hotel
Metropol. Despite being confined to the hallways of the hotel, the Count lives an absorbing,
adventure-filled existence, filled with capers, conspiracies and culture, thanks in large part to his
new friend, nine year old Nina. It’s a story of a
man of status (at least in the old Russia) whose
relationship with the hotel workers around him
becomes that of confidants, equals, and friends.

TGIW begins September 12

No books to read, no homework to do! Just food and
fun for everyone as we imagine, laugh, and celebrate
the unique gifts that make the people here – so special! If you’ve never come before, check it out! Bring
your family and friends! Mark your calendars now and
watch for details to come!
Sept. 12, 19, 26 – Oct. 3, 17, 24 – Nov. 7, 14
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HEARTHSIDERS

Have you always wanted more ways to have fellowship and to get to know your fellow church members
better? Do you remember Hearthsiders? For those
of you who are new to FCC or who may not remember Hearthsiders, it is a dinner club-like fellowship
where 8 people have dinner in someone’s home. The
groups rotate as do the hosts, so you have ample
opportunity to get to know others and share a wonderful meal. There is no agenda other than fellowship
and building relationships among those with whom
you worship. Topics of conversation can be whatever the group is comfortable discussing. Within the
group of 8 people, one couple or pair will host and
provide the main course and beverage, another will
bring a vegetable or casserole, another the salad,
and another the dessert. Dates and times are set
by the group and will vary from group to group. (You
may even decide that you’d all rather go out to eat!)
If you would be interested in participating beginning
this fall, please contact Sheila DeMoss by email (ssdemoss@bellsouth.net) or by phone/text (270-8392544). Once we have enough interest, a schedule of
groups will be created and more information provided, and if you are interested but child care is an issue,
we’ll figure that out. If you would like to participate
only occasionally, you can be an alternate and fill in
where needed.

CHURCH DIRECTORY APP UPDATE!

After several weeks of reaching out to The Portrait
Cafe about why we could not log in or make updates
to the app they provided us, we finally have some answers. First of all, if you have the app and it is working,
please do not log out; you can still view the app as is.
If you have logged out and are unable to log back in,
it’s because “Apple” has discontinued supporting and
offering this app. The Portrait Cafe does have a new
Mobile Web app that does not go through Apple, but
the only way to get this app is to do a new directory.
At this time we do not have plans for a new directory.
We are very sorry for this inconvenience.

A Note from
Dr. Phil
They really miss Michael
since he moved away. He’s
one of those people unlike any
other.
Michael had owned a
large store filled with beautiful
items downtown. Then he sold
it and said, “What I’d rather
do is detail cars.” In fact, he
did some of that, and his own
car was always immaculate.
But he couldn’t stay away
from retail. Another large, local business drafted him. He
was so versatile!— the manager could assign him a
different job every day and know that it would be handled to perfection. Michael had sensational people
skills. Customers and employees alike enjoyed being
around him.
Yes, the entire community misses Michael, but
most of all his church. As a younger man he had been
a preacher in the deep, deep South. Now he served
as an Elder, sometimes as a teacher, regularly as a
choir member, and sometimes as the person who
gave the call for offering. Michael’s offertory invitations were downright rousing. He would give a short
sermon, a personal testimony, and the sort of appeal
that sent people reaching for their checkbooks.
One time, Michael walked to the pulpit go give his
call for the offering and said, “I’m always afraid when I
step up here to do this. I’m afraid that if we don’t get
a good offering, I will have failed!” The congregation
laughed, but I knew how he felt.
As we go through this year “in between times,” I’d
love to issue an inspiring call for offering that reaches
beyond our pews to those who aren’t with us in worship.
Some research states that among people who
say they worship regularly, they’re in church only
three out of eight Sundays. (It’s a halo thing, I guess.)
Unless we routinely give on a schedule—weekly,
semi-monthly, or monthly, for example—there may be
no offering given on the Sundays away. That puts us
in a situation where we need Michael to come get
everyone motivated to give more—now if not sooner.
Even if I can’t get Michael to come stir you up, will
you please help us with your giving?

Dear Church Family,
During the last two months, our church building
has suffered two floods in the downstairs kitchen /
youth area. (Though our Bible School theme included
rafting, we didn’t mean in our basement!) On June
27th, heavy rains quickly filled the gutters and storm
drain which was tied into the sewer line. Therefore,
sewer water came up through the downstairs drains
and flooded much of the basement with over ½ inch
of water. On July 15, more rain brought a repeat
flood. Flood damage included layers of flooring, kitchen cabinets, booths, baseboards, and some furniture.
Gary Wall quickly jumped into action and since
that time, the sewer line has been replaced ensuring
this situation will not occur again. All Kleen has taken
care of the clean-up and tear out, and our Enhancement Team quickly chose paint colors, cabinets and
accessories to make our downstairs space even better than before. We have received insurance checks
for both the clean-up and building contents. However,
the insurance payments are not enough to cover all
of the expenses. Our Finance Team will meet on August 15th to review the expenses and make recommendations concerning the financial impact this will
have on our budget and future capital needs. At this
point, a timeline for completion will not be set until we
have a better grasp of the financial situation.
Many thanks to Gary Wall for managing this crisis
efficiently and effectively. When you have a moment,
please extend your thanks to him for the many extra hours of service and leadership he has provided.
Thank you for your prayers and patience as we forge
ahead and look forward to celebrating the completion
of this project.
Sincerely,
Jennifer S. Maddux, Moderator

BUDGET REMINDER

Good Day to the Leadership Council and Ministry
Table! We are half way through our financial year
and, believe it or not, it’s time to start thinking about
our 2019 budget. I will need to have a tentative
budget established prior to our stewardship campaign which will begin in early October. Please have
your 2019 budget requests to me by Tuesday, September 4. If you need a copy of your particular team
or staff budget, please let me know and I will be happy
to get that to you for your decision-making process.
Thank you for your assistance. Jane Wells

TABLE TALK

Our next Table Talk will be on September 20th at
6:00 p.m. at Black Patch. All ladies are welcome! If
you are planning to attend in September, please let
Sheila DeMoss know. Her email is: ssdemoss@bellsouth.net. The last Table Talk will be on October 18th
with the location TBD.

REGIONAL NEWS

The Regional Assembly of the Christian Church in
Kentucky will be October 19th and 20th in Louisville
and the Women’s Fall Retreat will be November 17th
and 18th at Rough River State Park.
See the website for more details: http://www.
westareadisciples.org

THANK YOU TO ALL VBS VOLUNTEERS!
We had a great VBS and VBS Sunday thanks to you!

Thank you to all the VBS Volunteers that made VBS 2018 such a great event for more than 50 children each
night! We extend a special thank you to our Director, Marie McCourt, Romper (Chris McCourt), our River Guide,
Andy Riggs, our Music Guide, Sheila De Moss, Bible Story Guide, April Cotthoff and all the Youth Actors – as well
as the Mess Tent Supervisor, Lori Harper and her Team, Spencer and Jamie Killijian who headed up the Science
Rotation, Lauren Roberts who led Crafts and Jane Wells and her Team who oversaw registration and pick-up! And
to all the Guides who led each group from Camp to Camp
and Tent to Tent, thank you for keeping the children happy,
REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
safe, and on time!!!! All of you made VBS 2018 a great
Teresa Hord Owens, Disciples’ General Minister & President
success!!! THANK YOU!
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the office is otherwise notified.)

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
07.08.18
07.22.18
08.05.18

120 07.15.18
150 07.29.18
168 08.12.18

107
192
151

Vickie Sisk
Mark Gado
Mary Partain

Zoe Raber
Rebecca Peters DeArmond
Greg Fear

Barbara Oakes
Lois Lacy
Pam Cannon
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August 19th:
11am - Sunday School (meeting in the Rookie’s room)
5-6:30pm - Youth Group & Parent Meeting…We will have
pizza, chips and desserts for everyone. Please RSVP to
Brian to make sure we have enough food for everyone!

The Messenger

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
2601 South Walnut Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

AUGUST YOUTH MINISTRIES

August 26th:
11am - Sunday School (meeting in the Rookie’s room)
5-6:30pm - Youth Group (meeting in the Fellowship Hall)
Upcoming in September...
Sept. 2nd - Sunday School and NO Youth Group gathering
Sept. 9th - Sunday school and Youth Group from
5-6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

YOUTH GROUP MEALS SIGN-UP
If you would like to fix a meal for our youth, please go to
this link below:
https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=XNGM6837,
or contact me via email or phone. Thank you!

Periodicals
Hopkinsville, Kentucky
USPS 004-990

MESSENGER - DEADLINE

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Thursday, August 23, 2018

Thank you for your cooperation.

Peace,
Brian Miller
Youth Minister
brian.miller@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
270-886-0197

