MISSION TRIP OUTREACH

Our mission trip to Hiram Farms is fast-approaching
and we need your help! A team of 17 youth & adults
are working hard to raise funds. Please mark these
dates on your calendar and feel free to invite others
to participate to help support this important and exciting opportunity!

“Raise the Dough” @ Papa Johns - Place an order at
papajohns.com using code FRSTCHCH and a percentage of your order will be donated. Outreach and
the mission team appreciate all your support!

You are invited
DYSLEXIA AWARDS NIGHT!
Thursday, May 17 at 5:00 (20-30 min.)
Senior Citizens Center (around back)

MAY 15, 2018

Next Sunday, May 20th, is Pentecost Sunday and we invite
the children of the church to
meet at the entrance of the
Sanctuary 10 minutes before
the service begins. They will
bring in the “Fire of the Holy
Spirit” as the choir processes
during the opening hymn. All children and adults are
invited to wear red or orange that day!
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BETHLEHEM COMING OUR WAY
MAY 27th

Bethlehem Christian
Families will display and sell
olive wood carvings and
woven scarves or table runners in the portico outside
the Gathering Area on Sunday, May 27th.
Last year at the General Assembly of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
in Indianapolis, a spectacular display of these items
attracted great interest.
Christian Palestinians
believe in the continuation
of their communities and culture. The sale of these
items helps them remain in places such as Bethlehem and Beit Sahour, the “Shepherds’ Field.”
Expect to see hand-made crafts, olive wood, and
Mother of Pearl—nativity scenes, Last Supper carvings, crucifixes and crosses, statues of Jesus the
Good Shepherd or Jesus holding the cross, or of the
Madonna and Child, as well as beaded olive wood or
hematite bracelets, pendants, and necklaces.
Come prepared to shop for gifts or items you’ll
personally treasure.
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STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Dr. Philip Miller - Interim Senior Minister
dr.phil@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
482 Mt. Vernon Church Road, Hopkinsville
Rev. Kimberly Zarley - Associate Minister
revkim@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
110 Mooreland Drive, Hopkinsville
Brian Miller - Director of Youth Ministry
Brian.Miller@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
303 Northwind Drive, Hopkinsville
If your email address or physical address has
changed please notify the church office. Thank you!

A Note from
Dr. Phil
When talking about
a top priority, Chaplain,
Major General Lorraine
Potter the former Chief
of Air Force Chaplains,
used the expression
“foot stomp”. So, let me
“foot stomp” the Small
Group Discovery Sessions that have been
taking place this month.
The Discovery Team,
namely Don Atwood,
Tracey Clark, Sheila DeMoss, Linda Ledford, and
Chris McCourt, worked throughout April to organize around 315 individuals into 36 groups
with hopes of all-out participation.
In what? Discussing the identity, mission, and
vision of First Christian.
And why? To support the Search Team in
communicating these focal points to our regional
staff and to prospective candidates for the position of Senior Minister.
A healthy relationship requires each party to
have a well-developed sense of identity and purpose. Our Discovery process aims to clarify much
of which we already know, yet much of which is
known by some more than by others.
Our Discovery Group meetings are giving
members an opportunity to share their best
memories and feelings about the church, as well
as to review the progress of our church’s visioning process and some recent affirmations about
our identity.
The Discovery Team will collect and process written reports from all of the home meetings early in June to provide a summary for the
Search Team. “Stomp, stomp!” If you’re unable to
take part in the group you’re assigned, we’ll offer
a couple of make-up sessions. Please attend one
of these meetings.

SAVE THE DATE

Our next Ministry Table Meeting will be on June 3rd
following the Sunday School hour. Mark it on your calendars and watch for details to come!

NOTES OF THANKS
To our dear church family,
Many thanks for the food, notes, visits and all the
good and nice things you all have done for us. With
warmest thanks, grateful hearts, and deep appreciation for your thoughtfulness. We appreciate everything.
Love Anna Marie
Dear Friends:
I want to express my sincere thanks for your recent gift to the Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt.
I know I speak for our board and our students, especially, in expressing our gratitude.
Your gift will support ministry students as they
prepare to follow their call. It provides them comfortable housing close to campus, helps with their tuition
expenses so their debt load is less, supports additional teaching and learning about ministry among Disciples, and undergirds a learning community of student friends who will become colleagues well beyond
their time here.
The Disciples house aims to turn out transformative minsters who are faithful, effective, bold, and creative--who work to see that the light of life continues
to shine in the darkness. We do this work together.
Thanks.
Peace,
Mark Miller-McLemore, Dean

SUNDAY’S DOORS

For everyone’s safety and security.

These doors open from 9 until noon:
Main Sanctuary Entrance
Morningside Handicap Access
Gathering Area Entrance (open 8:30)
All other doors open 9 until 10 a.m. then locked,
including entrance below the kitchen, entrance by
church offices, and breezeway doors.

SALVATION ARMY SOUP KITCHEN
MINISTRY VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
The FCC Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
crew is serving meals to about 125 people weekly on Wednesdays through the
end of October from 9:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. If you feel the calling to volunteer
with this outreach ministry, please call Gary Wall at
270 839-9000. He will be glad to answer any questions you may have.

FCC GOING GREEN!

The church is taking steps to become
a greener church by recycling and using
less disposable products. We are using
less plastic at the TGIW meals already and
now we would like to use less paper coffee
cups. We are asking members to check
their kitchen cabinets for an extra mug that
you could donate for this effort. During the
month of May there will be baskets in the narthex
and the gathering space to collect these mugs. Help
us demonstrate better creation care at our church.
If this idea interests you and you would like to
be on the Green Chalice committee, please call the
church office and give Mary your name. The committee will be meeting in May to develop plans to honor
God through Creation Care.

CANE RIDGE DAY
June 23, 2018

Why not plan an enjoyable day trip to the 1791
historic log meeting house where our church history
started?
The Cane Ridge Meeting House near Paris, Kentucky, will hold an all-day event on Saturday, June 23,
starting at 9:30 a.m. The morning speaker is Dr. Rick
Lowery, President of the Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, and husband of the afternoon speaker, Dr.
Sharon Watkins, former General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
Dean Phelps will provide and lead music, the choir
of First Presbyterian Church of Paris will sing, and the
Backroom String Band will entertain.
Bring a picnic lunch and plan to eat at one of the
picnic tables scattered across the grounds.

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
04.08.18
04.22.18
05.06.18

121 04.15.18
163 04.29.18
174 05.13.18

165
213
168

VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL
July 23-26
5:30-7:15 pm

Rolling River Rampage
VBS, your children will discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program that will give them an
opportunity to experience the ride of a lifetime with
God. During this summer’s VBS at Rolling River Rampage, your children will become Rafters and explore
how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives.
After dinner and a high-energy Opening Assembly,
the Rafters make their way to the Bible Story Station.
Interactive Bible lessons reveal Rapid Reminders to
equip your Rafters for an active life with God. They will
discover a Rafting Ready Verse that will remain with
them in their faith journey through their lifetime.
The Rafters will then expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in a variety of activities: making art projects at the Craft Station, exploring new
experiments at the Science Station, and a time of
reflection and worship that encourages them to respond to God’s call for helping others!
Pre-registration will begin in June.
If you are interested in being a volunteer for this
exciting and meaningful VBS, please visit https://rrr.
cokesburyvbs.com/fcchop, scroll down and click the
“Volunteer” button or email Rev Kim at: revkim@fisrtchirstianhopkinsville.org

Let’s Go!

FLOWER SHARE!

If you have some lovely flowers blooming
in your yard and you would like to share
some with a shut-in, church friend, or
neighbor, please feel free to stop by the
narthex and pick up a bud-vase to use
to share a little “sunshine”! A tray with vases, note
cards, and ribbons are available for your use!

(Thanks to Mary Underwood for this cute idea!)

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the office is otherwise notified.)

Kent Shaw
Helen Damron
Barbara Oakes
Jack Scott
Natalie Brame Foster
Pam Cannon
Mary Partain
Zoe Raber (Granddaughter of Brenda Raber)
Rev. Richard K. Miller
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The Messenger

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
2601 South Walnut Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

May 20th:
1.) Youth Discovery Group session during the Sunday School hour starting @ 11am in the Community Room and lunch will be provided. All youth are
encouraged to attend this meeting where they
will have the opportunity to discuss, share and answer questions about their hopes for First Christian Church. Send RSVPs to Brian.
2.) Wear RED for Pentecost!
May 27th:
Youth Sunday School after worship
UPCOMING EVENTS…
June 3rd-9th:
Hiram Farms Mission Trip

Note of Thanks:
Thank you to everyone who made Youth Sunday a
worshipful experience together and the luncheon a
success. May we remember to share God’s love to
everyone we encounter.

Periodicals
Hopkinsville, Kentucky
USPS 004-990

MESSENGER - DEADLINE

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Thursday, May 17, 2018

Blessings,
Youth BBQ, May 6th
Brian Miller
Youth Minister
brian.miller@firstchristianhopkinsville.org
270-886-0197

Thank you for your cooperation.

Youth Sunday, April 29th

