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December 17

9:45am - Progressive Christmas in Song
11:00am - Farewell Luncheon for
Rev. Nathan Brown and Rev. Sara Fisher
6:00pm - Living Nativity

December 24

5:30pm - Family Christmas Eve Service
11:00pm - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 17, 2017

100% Guarantee

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38
Rev. Nathan C. Brown
December 24, 2017
Dr. Tom Steiner
CHRISTMAS EVE
Dr. Tom Steiner

PROGRESSIVE CHRISTMAS IN SONG
Our Children’s Choirs, Youth Choir, and Adult Choir will
be leading worship on December 17th. We are presenting a Progressive Christmas in Song and sharing the story
of Christmas through the music of The Perfect Gift written by Ellen Woods Bryce, several additional Advent and
Christmas anthems, congregational hymns and scripture
based readings.
Thanks to Saundra Kilijian and Brenda Ousley for putting together a felt board and felt characters that will help
us visualize the songs in an art form. The Christmas story
will unfold in front of us as we journey through the service!
Come on December 17th expecting to experience
once again the beautiful story of Christ’s birth!

CAROLING @ CHALLENGE HOUSE 5

December 31, 2017
Catherine DeMoss

Everyone - children, youth, and adults! - are invited to carol
in the CH5 neighborhood on December 23 at 4:30pm.
See Karen Shields for more information!

January 7, 2018
Rev. Paul Ganther, Christian Care Communities

Theo Macleod Kluemper

January 14, 2018
Rev. Beth Dobyns

NEW ARRIVAL

November 30, 2017
8lbs. 13oz. 203/4 inches
Parents: Chase and Jennifer Kluemper
Grandparents: Garnet and Nancy Scott
Great Grandparents: Justin and Mary Anne Hale

“A Note from
Nathan”
It occurred to me last week that I have lived in Hopkinsville longer than anywhere else I’ve lived, with the exception
of the town in which I grew up. No wonder it feels like we are
leaving home. Whenever you depart from a community that
helped raise you, one cannot help but reflect on the time
spent in that place. So, I’ve been doing a lot of that lately.
Since this is my last newsletter article, I thought I would
take you on a walk down memory lane. These are just some
of the milestones I think we accomplished together.
• We created a visioning plan, a new mission statement,
and a culture of experimentation, which encouraged
new ideas, recognizing failure leads to growth.
• We have become financially healthy, implementing new
financial policies, and streamlining our financials electronically. The budget has grown almost $100,000 in
the last eight years.
• We’ve added several new staff positions, restructured
staff roles, and reorganized the entire church leadership structure.
• We started our partnership with Challenge House #5.
• We have embraced the identity of being a teaching
church, supporting/training young seminarians and
ministers, mentoring college students in the choir for
music ministry, and creating an intern program with
the pre-school, in partnership with HCC.
• We’ve grown the pre-school program, adding another
classroom. The preschool has one of the best reputations in the community.
• We re-organized our Sunday Morning schedule, making hard, but important decisions about worship and
Sunday School.
• We tackled tough topics like gender/sexuality, interfaith relationships, and politics and faith.
• We started the Legacy Circle.
• Our Elders serve communion at the jail and we provide
Bibles to inmates on a quarterly basis.
• This year, we will have more new members, than any
previous year I have been at FCC (24 thus far).
• Average worship attendance has grown from high
170s to just over 200.
• Overall spiritual growth has been evident in our congregants and our ministry.
These are a few of the highlights. I’m sure you have others. I hope you will share them with one another as you look
back on our time together, in order to prepare for what is
next. Whatever your memories, none of them were possible, had we not worked TOGETHER. It was our partnership
with one another, and God, that made our ministry great. I
have complete faith that God brought us together for this
time and that God is already preparing your new leadership
for what is to come.
So, I want to thank you. Thank you for being in this
partnership with me and my family. Thank you for loving
us. Thank you for supporting us. Thank you for following.
Thank you for leading. Thank you for giving me grace. Thank
you for holding me accountable. Thank you for honoring, respecting, and caring for our partnership together. It has
been a beautiful eight years of ministry. I will forever cherish
it. And I will miss you, more than you will ever know….

NOTES OF THANKS

We genuinely appreciate the outpouring of support during the recent loss of our brother and niece.
Your love and kindness has helped us tremendously
during this difficult time.
God bless all of you, Mike Long & Family
To our friends and family of First Christian Church,
Thank you for your kind thoughts and prayers during Ron’s surgery and recovery process. He is making great progress toward recovery.
The letters from the Elders and Donna’s calls and
dinner delivery were uplifting and greatly appreciated
as were her visits to our brother-in-law, Austin Fleming, in the final days of his life.
Thank you, Ron, Sue and Tammy Hayes

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the ofﬁce is otherwise notiﬁed.)

Ron Hayes
Sue Cummins
Sharon Gustafson
The Frost Family
Gary and Nita Satterfield
The Powers Family

Teresa Combs
Hanson Williams
Kelly Campbell
Gary Haddock
Lenora Fisher
Barbara Oakes

Aneta Mitera
Oakley Haddock
Helen Damron
Betsy Ritzel
The Long Family
Charlie Malench

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
11.05.17
11.19.17
12.03.17

200 11.12.17
173 11.26.17
213 12.10.17

162
158
215

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th
FOLLOWING WORSHIP
Dear FCC,
There is much going on in the life of our church. We
continue to prepare for the Christmas season, while also
moving toward closing two ministries. As a result of that,
however, we are moving toward the beginning of new ministries with new leadership.
Exit interviews have been conducted with both Nathan
and Sara. Vickie Smiley, Julia Crenshaw, Jennifer Maddux,
and I conducted these interviews. We learned that we
can be proud of our church and what we offer in ministry
to our community and our world. As we move forward,
we should know we are a very attractive, healthy, and vital
church with much to offer prospective ministers. We
should have no difficulty attracting excellent ministerial
candidates.

The congregational meeting was held Sunday, December 3rd. An excellent slate of officers for 2018 was approved. Shelia DeMoss provided excellent leadership and
deserves many thanks for the work of her group. THANKS
to all involved! The budget was also approved for 2018.
It was a forward looking, ambitious budget that shows of
our desire to make a difference in the world. Thanks to
Jane Wells, Phil Camp, and the entire finance committee
for their tireless work all year. Finally, we announced that
we will be having a second congregational meeting after
the morning worship service on December 24. The hope
is we will present a candidate for the position of associate
minister to the congregation for approval.
The purchase of the Morningside property is almost
complete. The trustees, headed by Foster Cotthoff, have
done an excellent job in making us the sole owners of that
property. This property will remain in Morningside Property LLC with our church providing all 6 of the board members. I ask that we continue praying for the correct opportunity to arise so we can use this blessing to its greatest
benefit.
The senior minister search committee has begun
meeting. The members are: Tracey Clark (chair), Albert
Sisk, Josh Shipp, Michael Baker, Karen Shields, Diane Pyle,
Alissa Keller, Victoria Sisk, and Beth Morris. The transition team met, brainstormed about 20 candidates, and
allowed me the privilege of contacting this group of people.
Everyone, without hesitation, said yes. Again, that speaks
volumes toward the health and vitality of our congregation.
Please keep this committee in your prayers as they move
forward. The first step for them will be finding an interim
minister.
Rev. Kim Zarley was present last weekend and was
able to attend, among other activities, our Christmas dinner the night of the 10th. I hope everyone was able to
meet her. Please discuss Rev. Zarley with the committee
(Scott Ross is the chair) and among yourselves in preparation for the congregational meeting December 24th.
The Seekers Sunday School class is putting together
the Christmas boxes for Sanctuary House in no small part
due to the awesome response of our fundraiser dinner at
the last TGIW. Please know FCC can be proud of the work
we do in this community and thanks to Scott Ross and the
Seekers for providing leadership on this project. Also, the
Seekers would like to invite the SALT Sunday School class
to join us during this time of interim each and every Sunday morning. We provide fellowship, share prayer concerns, and discuss our lesson weekly.
In the next few days we will be saying goodbye to
Nathan and Sara. A celebration is scheduled for Sunday,
with a luncheon following the worship service. Greg Alexander, Regional Minister, will be here to help close out
these ministries with us. Please plan on attending a grand
celebration!
In God’s love,
Jeff Chapman, Moderator

BIO OF ASSOCIATE MINISTER
CANDIDATE

Rev. Kimberly Zarley comes from a broad range of
theological expressions. Born and raised in Des Moines,
Iowa – the oldest of four children – she was baptized in
the Methodist church. But her family attended Federated Churches (a combination of two different denominations) until she was ten. When they moved to the south
side of town they joined Wakonda Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). And over the years (since college), she
has attended or been exposed to Catholic, Presbyterian,
UCC, Lutheran, and charismatic churches as well. But no
matter the denomination, she has always witnessed God’s
love.
Kim doesn’t remember a time when she didn’t KNOW
that God loved her. She has a very clear memory of her
father kneeling down to tell her that God had created the
entire world and everything in it – and that God loved all
of creation – which included her! She believed it and considers herself very lucky to have received this foundation
– because, like most people, there came a time when she
was filled with doubts. But the bible verses and hymns that
she had memorized as a child would come back to her,
providing comfort and direction when she needed it most.
After participating in the Wakonda youth group, choir,
and serving as a deacon and lay leader over the years, Kim
attended Iowa State University where she got a double
major in Interior and Advertising Design. Her first job out
of school was in Denver, but her career brought her back
to Des Moines, then to Chicago, back to Des Moines, and
on to St. Louis as well. She was an art director for the
publishing industry and designed books and magazines
for national publishers including Better Homes & Gardens
and Ladies’ Home Journal. She also had her own design
business for 16 years.
But in 2006 Kimberly and a friend cofounded a ministry – with the support of several area pastors – to protect children from abuse. Through a grass roots effort
leaders and members of all faiths participated in ministry
events that increased awareness and provided opportunities for healing. But the unexpected result was that attendees were so moved by the speakers at each event, that
they went to Washington D.C. to secure federal funds to
provide prevention training throughout the state.
This front row seat that allowed Kim to witness God’s
power to transform individuals and communities fueled
Kim’s desire to shift gears. She closed her business and
went to work for Joyce Meyer Ministries for a year as the
Creative Director of Print Media. But after a year of serving the ministry in a peripheral capacity, she decided to go
to seminary so that she could eventually serve in ministry
directly, and on a full time basis.
She returned to her Disciples roots and began her
studies at Brite Divinity School in the Fall of 2009. She
completed most of her course work for her Master of
Divinity there, but transferred to Iliff School of Theology in
2012 to focus more deeply on pastoral care for children

Continued on back page

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

15.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Martin Luther King Day

22.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba

29.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:30 pm Zumba
7:00 pm Leadership Council

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Youth Group

14.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
Combined for Adults
5:00 pm Youth Group

21.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Youth Group

28.

8:30 am Early Seekers Class
9:45 am Worship Service
11:00 am Sunday School
Noon - Elders Meeting

9:15 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

30.

9:15 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

23.

9:15 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

16.

9:15 am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Yoga
6:30 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 pm Bunco

9.

5:30 pm Yoga

Church Office Closed
NEW YEARS DAY!

8.

2.

TUESDAY

1.

MONDAY

7.

SUNDAY

MESSENGER DEADLINE
Only one in January mailed!

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
REPORTS DUE

4:30 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

31.

4:30 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

24.

4:30 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

17.

4:30 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:00 pm Girl Scouts
5:30 pm Yoga
5:30 pm Zumba

25.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:00 pm Girl Scouts
5:30 pm Yoga
5:30 pm Zumba

18.

27.

Cub Scouts
Pine Wood Derby - FH
Youth Ski Thing
Bus Reserved

Cub Scouts
Pine Wood Derby - FH
Youth Ski Thing
Bus Reserved

20.

3:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall Reserved

8:00-5:00 Community Room
Reserved - Dyslexia

13.

6.

SATURDAY

26.

19.

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

12.

11.

10.

11:00 am Exercise Class
5:00 pm Girl Scouts
5:30 pm Yoga
5:30 pm Zumba

6:30 pm Cub Scouts

4:30 pm Prayer Group
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

3.

11:00 am Exercise Class
Noon - Prayer Shawl Min.
5:00 pm Girl Scouts
5:30 pm Yoga
5:30 pm Zumba

FRIDAY
5.

THURSDAY
4.

WEDNESDAY

Loren Stroebel
Anna Caryl Guffey
Caitlin Brown
Debbie Camp
Gary Haddock
Rippy Woodard
Lynda Sweeney
Bethany Yielding
Nathan Cowen
Evan Conrad
Frank Raber
Joby Brown
Petty Jones
Sue Hayes
Wilma Walker
Brennon Maynard
Michele Morris
Yancie Welliever
Clara Brown
Conner Congdon
Marty Gamble
Barbara Golladay
Kelley Satterfield
Dawn Camp
John Cotterill
Brian Fox
Nancy McGuire
David Collins
Sheila DeMoss
Chris Fox
Crystal Pettit

9. Dan and Helen Damron
Bill and Dottie Simmons
20. Spencer and Jamie Kilijian

Jan. Anniversaries

31.

30.

26.
29.

25.

24.

23.

22.

19.

14.
15.

1.
2.
3.
5.
7.
8.
11.

January Birthdays
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and families. She graduated from Iliff with a Master
of Divinity in 2013 and Master of Pastoral and Spiritual Care in 2014. She was ordained at her home
church in the Upper Midwest Region in November
of 2013.
Kimberly began serving as the Spiritual Director
at the WINGS Foundation in Lakewood, Colorado in
2013, where she also facilitated a curriculum she
had developed entitled The Courageous Dance. She
has offered the class at Denver area churches since
that time – and has trained pastors that she met
through the National Benevolent Association’s HOPE
Leadership Academy to do the same in five other
states.
Kim temporarily moved back to Des Moines in
2015 to care for her mother who had fallen ill. And
after her mother died in 2016, Kim and her siblings
prepared their parent’s home of 50 years for sale. It
closed the same weekend that Wakonda Christian
Church honored their parents for their years of service to the local, regional, and national church. And
then Kim went back to Denver and entered Search
& Call this June.
Kim still embraces the arts, architecture and the
creative process for strengthening individuals and
communities with great passion. (One of her greatest delights is to attend a movie matinee on a cold
and rainy day.) But her true passion is to keep children safe and provide for them a strong foundation
in Christ that will carry them through the years to
come – come what may.
She is a Disciple through and through and believes the true measure of living a successful life
comes down to whether or not we seek God and are
determined to actively grow in our love for God and
others. She believes God will lead us each to the fulfillment of our true identity and knows that, though we
will never solve the mysteries of God, sharing our love
for God in Christian community – with Christ at the
center – is not only “close enough” – but better than
anything we could have imagined.
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MESSENGER - DEADLINE

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Thursday, January 11, 2018

Thank you for your cooperation.

I would like to thank each of you for your generosity to First Christian Church by sharing your gifts
of money, service and prayer. As we are saddened
at the departure of our ministers, we will continue in
exciting ministries within our church and community!
Your gifts are an integral part of those efforts. If you
have not returned your pledge card for 2018, please
do so as soon as possible.
Also as a reminder, if you wish your end of year
contributions to be counted in 2017, please have
your checks in to the church no later than December
31, 2017.
Thank you for your continued support of First
Christian Church!
Jane Wells

