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LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT
November 26

11:00 am - Acolyte Training (3rd-5th grades)
12:00pm - Advent decorating (lunch provided)

November 29

6:00pm - Children’s Choirs rehearsal

December 3

11:00am - Annual Congregational Meeting
followed by a Reception for Brian and Brandi Miller
5:00pm - Youth Christmas Party

December 10

11:00am- Prayer Partner Party
Help us celebrate the birth of Jesus by bringing diapers and wipes
for children at an orphanage in Ethiopia!
5:00pm - Children’s Christmas Program/ All-Church Carol Sing
5:30pm - All-Church Christmas Dinner (Reservations are Needed!)

December 13

5:30pm - Children’s and Youth Choirs

December 17

9:45am - Progressive Christmas in Song
11:00am - Farewell Luncheon for
Rev. Nathan Brown and Rev. Sara Fisher
6:00pm - Living Nativity

December 24

5:30pm - Family Christmas Eve Service
11:00pm - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

“A Note from
Nathan”
Again this year, I’ve seen on social media where people are, during the month of November, posting something
every day for which they are grateful. I’ve watched folks
write about families and friends and pets. I’ve seen posts
about jobs and homes and health. I’ve read statements
about country and culture and even church.
It’s a great exercise, if you think about it. After all,
thankfulness should not be practiced only one day a year
on the last Thursday in November. Gratitude is a way of
life, a discipline to be exercised every day. In fact, it’s more
of an orientation, really--a way of seeing the world.
I’ll admit, I’m not very good at it. That’s part of the
reason I don’t even attempt the Facebook thing. I would
do it well for a few days. Eventually, though, I would forget.
It’s hard to live with gratitude—to wake up every day and
acknowledge something for which you are thankful.
Except, it seems, when you are losing something, or
someone. Or, at least, that’s my experience. It’s usually
during times of loss when we reminisce and give thanks
for the good times. We may even hope that what we have
lost is/was aware of how grateful we are for them. Which
is the reason I’m writing this note to you, First Christian
Church. You cannot begin to imagine how grateful my
family is to each one of you.
You welcomed me in as a green, 29-year-old minister eight years ago. You treated my family like we were
part of yours. You gave me the benefit of the doubt, even
when you may not have agreed with me. You supported
us through times of loss and grief. You even listened to
my sermons (some really bad ones too!).
I could go on and on. In fact, I could come up with not
only one for every day in November, but one for every day
that we have been here these last eight years. There are
more reasons, than you will ever know, that we are, and
forever will be, grateful for you, First Christian Church.
There is still plenty of time to say goodbye. We aren’t
leaving for several more weeks. But, before things get
really busy, before the holidays and end of school events
and farewells, I wanted to make sure you hear me say,
“Thank you…from the bottom of my heart.” I cannot say it
enough. You are, and forever will be, a significant part of
the reason I thank God for the gift of being in ministry.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE

As we move forward, knowing that both Nathan and
Sara will be leaving us on December 17th, I wanted the
congregation to know many people are already at work
trying to ensure as smooth a transition as possible.
Tom Steiner has graciously agreed to lead worship for
all services on Sunday, December 24th. We, as a congregation, are so fortunate to have Jennifer Maddux as
the Moderator-elect. She will assume Moderator duties
on January 1st. Until then, I hope to keep everyone up
to date on where we are in the process of moving forward.
A transition team has been formed. The members
of this team are Jennifer Maddux, Scott Ross, Jane
McInnis, Julia Crenshaw, and me. We have already
met, made some plans, and are staying in touch with
each other on a regular basis.
Our first order of business was meeting with the regional minister, Beth Dobyns. She provided keen insight
into how we need to move forward in our new senior
minister search, and also our interim minister search.
As a result, we are currently in the process of forming
a search committee for this purpose. Hopefully, the
committee will be fully completed and up and running
within the week. This group will be charged with finding
an interim minister, updating our congregational profile
allowing us to enter “search and call,” and finding the
right candidate for the senior minister position. When
the committee is completely formed, the names will be
announced.
The associate minister search committee has had
a very busy week themselves. Chaired by Scott Ross, a
candidate has been contacted. Time will tell where this
leads, but know that this committee is taking their call
very seriously and are working very diligently to find the
right person for our congregation.
We plan to celebrate the ministry that both Nathan
and Sara have provided for us with a luncheon after the
worship service on December 17th. There will be no
Sunday School that day. We will have a luncheon with a
nice farewell planned. Plans have been set in motion to
allow for a great celebration that day.
Brian Miller will begin his service at our church, his
first Sunday being December 3rd. We certainly want
to welcome him and his wife, Brandi, back to our congregation. The parents of the youth are planning a reception for him that day. We hope everyone will greet
and welcome Brian that day.
Other smaller details are being worked out also, but
I wanted to make sure everyone knows many capable
leaders are stepping up to make this a smooth transition. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any point
with questions or suggestions moving forward.
Jeff Chapman- Moderator

NEW ARRIVAL

SYMPATHY

Caroline Nicole Foster

Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Mark
Roseberry who died on November 4th. A memorial service was held on Saturday, November 11th at First Christian Church.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Thank you for delivering the meal for us on Sunday, It was
greatly appreciated and very thoughtful of you all. The
ham, potatoes, bread and cookies were all wonderful.
Again thank you and “God Bless you all”
Mrs. Nancy Miller - Promise Land Preschool

Born: November 4, 2017
8 lbs, 11 oz. and 211/2 inches long
Parents: Lincoln and Katherine Foster
Grandparents: Mike and Marilyn Foster

November 19, 2017

Doxology (Part 2)

Deuteronomy 8:7-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
Rev. Nathan C. Brown
November 26, 2017

Liminal Space

Psalm 100; Matthew 25:31-46
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

NEW MEMBERS
SPOTLIGHT

We will be spotlighting our newer members
as a way to get to know them better!
Patrick (from Rocky Mount, NC) retired
in 2016 after 22 years in the Army. He is
Simmons Family currently working on a Master’s Degree
from Liberty University, and will graduate next month. He
will begin a second master’s program in January 2018. Nicole (from Elmira, NY) taught elementary and middle school
for 15 years. She has a master’s degree in Educational Administration from Scranton University, and a bachelor’s degree from North Carolina Wesleyan College in Elementary
Education. She is licensed to teach in the states of KY, NC
and OH. She is currently enjoying being a stay at home
mom/wife, but is considering a part-time job.
Patrick and Nicole have 8 children: Ariel (26) who lives
in NC with her 2 year old daughter Leira, Sarah (25) who
lives in NC with her three boys Jaydan (6), Jordan (4) and
Joel (6 months), Elaine (23) who lives in NC just got engaged in August and will be married in March 2019, Steven
(21) who lives in NC just married October 21, 2017 to his
high school sweetheart (Tiffany), Riley (14) who is in the 9th
grade at UHA, Bradley (9) who is in the 3rd grade at UHA,
Trent and Andrew (5) who attend kindergarten at First
United Methodist. They met in 1987 while Patrick was in
the 9th grade and Nicole was in the 8th grade. Though they
had not seen nor spoken to each other since 1990, their
paths crossed again in 2014 and were married on March
9, 2015!
Patrick and Nicole enjoy traveling, being with family and
friends, reading, working in the yard, cooking/baking, and
laughing together. They have already been a part of the
ministries of FCC through the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen
and Challenge House tutoring. Welcome, Simmons Family!

NOTES OF THANKS

Dear Friends and Elders of FCC,
Thank you so much for your cards, letters and prayers.
It means so much to me. Your kindness is truly appreciated!
Sincerely, Pam King
Despite the cool temperatures, this year’s AutumFest
was a tremendous success! Thank you to everyone who
volunteered, participated, or donated. Because of you,
this year’s festival allowed us to minister to a lot of people.
Thank you again, church family, for everything!
Many blessings,
Jenny Fleming, Children’s Ministries
Dear Friends
I want to express my sincere thanks for your recent
gift to the Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt. Your gift
will support ministry students as they prepare to follow
their call. The Disciples House aims to turn out transformative ministers who are faithful, effective, bold and creative
-- who work to see that the light of life continues to shine in
the darkness. We do this work together.
Thanks. Mark Miller-McLemore, Dean

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month,
unless the ofﬁce is otherwise notiﬁed.)

Ron Hayes
Teresa Combs
Sue Cummins
Hanson Williams
Family of Austin Fleming
Sharon Gustafson
Family of Patrick Riley
Helen Damron
Family of Mark Roseberry
Gary Haddock
Gary and Nita Satterﬁeld
Fredia Meade
Family of Serge Madon (Bruce McInnis’ brother-in-law)

Aneta Mitera
Oakley Haddock
Kelly Campbell
The Frost Family
Betsy Ritzel
The Long Family
The Powers Family

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
10.08.17
10.22.17
11.05.17

118 10.15.17
191 10.29.17
200 11.12.17

166
179
162
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I wish to make a donation of $___________. Check
made payable to FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ______.
Cash attached ______.

The Messenger

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
2601 South Walnut Street
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

You are invited to help decorate the
sanctuary with RED POINSETTIAS during the Advent season by making a $20
dollar donation to the Flower Fund. A list will be included
in the worship bulletin indicating the names of those
who have given flowers, and in whose honor or memory they have been given. Please use this form to place
your order. Drop this order form WITH PAYMENT in
the offering plate by Sunday, November 26th or if
mailing order to the church office it needs to arrive
by Monday, November 27th. Thank you!
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Your Name ___________________________________
Your Phone Number ____________________________

PLEASE PRINT TO AVOID
MIS-PRINTING
In MEMORY of: ________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
In HONOR of: __________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Periodicals
Hopkinsville, Kentucky
USPS 004-990

Given by: _____________________________________

MESSENGER - DEADLINE

_____________________________________________

Thank you for your cooperation.

_____________________________________________

If you have information that you would like
included in the next messenger. The information
needs to be submitted to the church office
in writing, by Wednesday, November 22, 2017

_____________________________________________

