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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, May 21, 2017
Too Close for Comfort

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Sunday, May 28, 2017
Choosing to Draw Near

Hebrews 10:19-25; Psalm 73:1-28
Rev. Jonathan Fisher

The Christian Church (Disciples of  Christ) 
in Kentucky

&
First Christian Church (Disciples of  Christ)

of  Hopkinsville

INVITE YOU TO

THE ORDINATION TO
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF

Sara Rebecca Nave Fisher
on Saturday, June 17, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

at First Christian Church (Disciples of  Christ)
2601 South Walnut, Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240

Reception will follow at the church.

SYMPATHY
Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Mildred 
Jackson who died on Wednesday, May 3rd. Services were 
held on Saturday, May 6th.

Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Madge Lof-
tus who died on Friday, May 5th. Services were held on 
Thursday, May 11th.

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL AREA 

LEADERS NEEDED
 VBS will be July 24-27, and we 
are looking for volunteers to coordinate 
areas. Area Leaders aren’t expected to 
do everything for that area themselves, 

but to find others to join you! If you would be interested in 
coordinating any of the following areas, please see Sara or 
Marie McCourt:
  ~ preschool  ~ decorations
  ~ crafts   ~ storytelling  
  ~ games  ~ set-up  
 We look forward to another great year of VBS!

REWARDING OUTREACH 
OPPORTUNITY @ SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army Bean Crew will begin volunteering  at 
the Soup Kitchen on Wednesday morning, May 3.  This 
is a rewarding outreach opportunity to serve a hot meal 
to over 100 people who would otherwise not have any-
thing to eat.  Volunteers who are interested in serving  are 
asked to call or text  Gary Wall at 270 839-9000.

SALVATION ARMY PAPER DRIVE
We will collect paper goods to use at the soup kitchen.  
The following items are needed:

9 inch styrofoam paper plates    
8 oz. styrofoam cups

styrofoam bowls     
plastic forks and spoons

napkins
Thank you for your support of this ministry.
FCC Salvation Army Crew

NEW ARRIVAL
We join in celebrating the birth of

Ethan Ellis Calvert, Jr.
May 11, 2017

7 lbs. 7 oz. and 20 1/2 inches
Parents: Ethan and McCullen Calvert

Grandparents: Todd and ReGina Morris
Marty and Beth Calvert

Great Grandfather: Ramsey Morris



 While Easter Sunday was observed on April 16th 
this year, the season of Eastertide lasts 50 days on the 
Church Calendar every year, spanning from Easter Sun-
day through Pentecost Sunday.  Eastertide is a time to 
celebrate resurrection and be mindful of the new life that 
is always in our midst.  Although, if you’ve been paying at-
tention to the ministry of First Christian Church recently, 
it’s been hard to miss.  
 Below is an excerpt from my report to the Leadership 
Council this month, which includes some of the highlights 
of this new life through the first half of this year:

1. We began living into our new church structure, 
which has brought new life to the leadership and 
ministry of our church.

2. We engaged TGIW series that tackled tough, 
but relevant topics, including what it means to be 
Church in an age of division.

3. We’ve had two different Pastor’s classes, pre-
paring eight young people for baptism and, by the 
time Leadership Council meets, all eight will have 
been baptized.

4. We had meaningful worship experiences during 
the Lenten Season, including a moving Maundy 
Thursday Worship service during Holy Week.  
Additionally, we had higher worship attendance 
during Holy Week and Easter services than we 
have had in the time I have been at FCC (486)!

5. We’ve had successful Challenge House #5 pro-
grams, including a movie night that welcomed 18 
people from the community and a clean-up day in 
which both FCC and community members partici-
pated.

6. We are currently nurturing four candidates for or-
dination or transfer of ordination into the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).  Sara will graduate, 
be ordained, and officially installed as our full-time 
Associate Minister in June!

7. Our Elders began a local jail ministry, serving com-
munion to both men and women inmates, at least 
once a quarter.

8. We had a successful cookout with the cops, which 
brought together our church and neighborhood, 
while simultaneously trying to embrace our bas-
ketball ministry.

9. By the time the Leadership Council meets, we 
will have nineteen new members this year thus 
far, totaling more than we have had in any given 
year, since I have arrived.

10. We had an amazing Youth Sunday, in which 
22 middle and high school youth participated.  
Weekly youth program attendance has aver-
aged 15-17 youth this year.

 Of course, it won’t end here.  There is more to come.  
Outreach is planning an intergenerational mission trip for 
later this year.  Children’s Ministry is organizing some fam-
ily fun nights during the summer.  The Permanent Fund 
Committee is creating a Legacy Society with hopes to 
build an endowment for our ministry.  Additionally, Sara 

“A Note from 
Nathan”

REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month, 

unless the offi ce is otherwise notifi ed.)

Gant Golladay Teresa Combs Aneta Mitera
Bobbie Huffman Sue Cummins Hanson Williams
Betty Major Donna Bolton The Frost Family
Lois Carter-Lacy Jane DeCoursey Dudley Seale
Family of Mildred Jackson Mark Roseberry Mike Powell
Stacy Winders Nada Fuqua Barrett Hendricks
Allison Guffey Caldwell Ava McManaman Albertine Savoie
Terry Anderson & Family  Brenda Chambers  Josh Shipp
Family of Madge Loftus Megan Ford Jill Sharp
Tommy Nelson Jeff Melton Toni Riley

OUTREACH MISSION INFO.
 The Outreach team would like to thank everyone 
who responded to the mission survey and announce 
the final location and tentative dates for our upcom-
ing local mission trip!  83% of respondents surveyed 
indicated they would like to work with Hiram Farms 
and we are tentatively looking at visiting during Fall 
Break, which falls on Sat. Oct. 7 - Sun. Oct 15 this 
year.
 The Hiram Farms Living and Learning community 
is a growing project born out of the desire to pro-
vide inspiration and meaningful work for the individ-
ual growth of Autistic and other developmentally dis-
abled individuals.  This green, organic farm is located 
on 120 acres in Hiram, Ohio.  They pride themselves 
on being an environmentally conscious farm that 
uses recycled and re-purposed goods for craft work 
and raising vegetables and livestock without the use 
of chemical fertilizers, herbicides or pesticides.  
 Their “Friends of the Farm” program seeks art-
ists, gardeners, graphic designers, lawyers, office 
assistants, handy-persons, fundraisers, writers, 
accountants, and passionate individuals of all kinds 
who are interested in sharing their time, energy and 
talents as part of the community.  
 If you would be interested in joining this local mis-
sion, please contact Laura Shipp at 270-985-8533 
or laura.shipp@live.com for more details.

and I will travel in July, on the congregation’s behalf, to 
Indianapolis, Indiana for our denomination’s General As-
sembly, where we will elect a new General Minister and 
President. 
 One of the marks of a healthy church is how well it 
functions when its Senior Minister is away.  Over the last 
several years, during the times I have been away for study 
leave or Sabbatical, the church has continued to thrive.  
My recent time away at Sewanee is no exception.  You all 
have carried on in ways that I am so very proud of, con-
tinuing to build on the ministry we share together.  I am so 
incredibly grateful to be one of your Pastors. Thank you for 
the continued opportunity to serve with you in ministry.  He 
is risen!  He is risen, indeed!



ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
04.09.17 229 04.16.17 (includes Maundy Thursday & Sunrise) 486 
04.23.17 164 04.30.17 165 
05.07.17 226 05.14.17 221 

LETTER FROM AN FCC YOUTH
 This July, a group out of Nashville and I will be join-
ing the Ordinary Hero organization on a mission trip 
to Ethiopia. All my life I have loved being around chil-
dren: I love babysitting, I loved going to the schools 
in Jamaica, and I know I will love the children of Ethi-
opia. During our trip, the majority of our time will be 
spent in various village orphanages and hospitals that 
care for children who have been abandoned by their 
family for whatever reason. Also, we will be looking 
for new families who need sponsorship. A few weeks 
ago, there was a massive landslide at a trash dump 
where over 500 people were killed because this was 
a community center that provided the area with the 
majority of their resources. We will be able to check 
up on sponsor families, deliver “blessing bags”, and 
learn what more we can do to help their communities.
 Over the next few weeks, I will be joining Amber 
Powell in several fundraisers. I personally need to 
raise around $3500 for my trip. We are currently 
selling tshirts for $20. We are also planning on doing 
a “Princess Day” June 5th from 10-1 at the church. 
This will be an opportunity to bring any young girls who 
love princesses to have their hair, makeup, and nails 
done, as well as attend an etiquette dinner. We are 
also holding a yard sale May 26th and 27th at 1900 
Petsch Lane, selling everything you can imagine. One 
last thing, the website MudLove has approved Amber 
and me to sell any product on their website, which is 
adorable jewelry, so take a look at let me know if you 
would like any! Let Sara Fisher, my mom, or me know 
if you are interested in the Princess Day, yard sale, or 
MudLove products! Any donation helps, whether it is 
contributions to the yard sale, donations, or prayers! 
Thank you!  Victoria Sisk

NOTES OF THANKS
Dear Church Family,
 Thank you so much for your phone calls, cards and 
prayers, during the passing of my sister and my recent 
surgery. You are all a wonderful Blessing.
 Love, Brenda Chambers

First Christian,
 Thank you so much for the sweet card. It really made 
Kylie-Ann smile!
 The Fleming Family

To our beautiful family at First Christian Church,
 Mike and I would like to thank you all for sending Donna 
Chapman to visit and bring food.
 Also for all the prayers, cards, messages and big hugs. 
It gave us true comfort.
 Thank you Jesus and God Bless,
 Mike and Brenda Ousley

Dear Church Family,
 Words cannot express how much we appreciate all of 
the love and support you have given our family since Jim’s 
recent surgery and stroke in February. The calls, cards, 
visits, food and, most of all, your prayers have helped to 
sustain our family. Jim continues to make progress, for 
which we are very grateful. We are so thankful to be a part 
of such a loving church family.
 Thank you,
 Jim and Sandy Cunningham & family

JAIL MINISTRY
 After meetings and many conversations to properly 
prepare us, I still was a bit caught off guard as worship 
began in the Christian County Jail on Sunday, April 30th.    
The secure entrance, the sterile room, the metal tables, 
the orange outfits did not surprise me – I was told of these 
things ahead of time.   What was unexpected and incred-
ibly moving was the wave of emotion that swept through 
the room.   The female inmates were all in a line behind 
us as we were lead through the hallway.  And, I was not 
sure how we would begin worship as we all filed in.  How-
ever, as soon as Mrs. Zander began the music, something 
changed.  The Holy Spirit filled that room and it looked very 
differently, very quickly.  One moment I was a guest in jail, 
the next I was a friend in worship.
 Through the long-term jail ministry of Len Hale, there 
was an opportunity to provide Holy Communion to the 
male inmates.  Chaplain Jonathan Fisher led that service.  
Because of his leadership and Len’s trustworthiness, a 

path was opened for Holy Communion to be served to the 
female inmates.  This is the first time any church has done 
this.     
 Julia Crenshaw, Nancy Shaw and I had the privilege of 
serving this first, fifth Sunday.  During our hour there, we 
followed the example of Len and Jon, and accepted writ-
ten prayer requests.  Those requests were shared with 
two different FCC Sunday School classes.  Each member 
receives one request to pray for daily.  So, now, there are 
prayer concerns among us that include the needs of both 
female and male inmates.  And, each time we share in 
communion, our communion of saints now includes about 
24 more women. 
 Thank you to Len for his commitment to this ministry; 
thank you to Jon for extending his ministry in this commu-
nity; thank you to Julia and Nancy for allowing me to join 
you; and thank you to the Elders for extending your table 
outside the church walls.  Blessings, Rev. Marion Brown
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FCC OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
Some of our church members will be traveling 

to South Korea this summer.  (June 9- July 2)  The 
Satterfield family, including Kelley, Mike (her hus-
band), Daniel, Nita and Gary will be participating in 
a Holt Heritage Homeland Tour.  The itinerary in-
cludes visits to Holt Ilsan Center begun by the late 
Harry and Bertha Holt in 1961 to care for orphaned 
children after the Korean War.  This complex has 
grown into a modern complex offering rehabilitation, 
vocational, and education programs for nearly 300 
handicapped orphans ranging from toddler to adult.  

Donations needed for the residents of Ilsan  are:
 - Noise-making toys that can be attached to 

wheelchairs
 - Coloring books and crayons
 - Fun Picture Sticker Books 
 - Stainless Steel Diaper Pins
 - Toddler sized plastic pants
 - Small and medium sized plastic pants
 - Bibs-Terry cloth and plastic feeding bibs with  

 bottom pocket (2 yr old size)
 - Multivitamins
 - Flouride Tablets
 - Balloons
Donations for Bomos (Housemothers)
 - Lotions/Hand cream
 - Waterless hand cleaner
 - Adult Multi Vitamins
 - Cocoa
 - Popcorn
 - Pectin and canning lids (Molly, Holt Director 

and daughter of Harry and Bertha) makes 
jam  throughout the year for residents and for 
fundraisers

 The group of adoptees and families will also 
have the opportunity to visit another orphanage and 
a mother and child shelter where the children and 
toddlers reside. This facility needs baby and toddler 
clothes, small toys (to fit in luggage) and other small 
items for these ages.  At the orphanage the children 
will be infant to kindergarten.  We will be taking indi-
vidual size candies like gum, Skittles, gummies, Star-
burst (chocolate will melt).  Also “kid friendly” stick-
ers, small toys, crayons and coloring books will be 
appreciated.  Cash or checks to Holt International 
for larger items for Ilsan to be bought in South 
Korea, such as, educational and developmental toys 
for all ages, art supplies, large bath towels, and back 
belts for housemothers to lift residents would be ap-
preciated.  There will be a suitcase in the gathering 
space until Sunday June 4.
 On behalf of the orphans still in South Korea, the 
Satterfield family thanks you for your gifts and “new” 
donations.


