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EASTER SUNDAY
April 16, 2017

Run
Isaiah 50:4-9a; John 20:1-18

Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Your gift to the EASTER OFFERING 
helps bring life, love and learning 
through the general ministries of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
Ministries that receive funding from 
the Easter Offering include: the Center 
for Faith and Giving, Central Pastoral 
Office for Hispanic Ministries, Com-

munication Ministries, Council on Christian Unity, Disciples 
Church Extension Fund / Hope Partnership for Missional 
Transformation, Disciples of Christ Historical Society, Dis-
ciples Home Missions, Disciples Women, Division of Over-
seas Ministries/Global Ministries, Higher Education and 
Leadership Ministries, National Benevolent Association, 
National Convocation, North American Pacific/Asian Dis-
ciples, and Treasury Services.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, April 23, 2017
Sending Out

1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
Sara Nave Fisher

Sunday, April 30, 2017
The First Supper

1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
Dr. Tom Steiner

Sunday, May 7, 2017
Youth Sunday

John 10:1-10; Acts 2:42-47
First Christian Church Youth

April 9th-15th, 2017
Maundy Thursday

April 13, 6:00pm
Everyone is invited to this year’s experiential Maundy 
Thursday Service. On the Thursday during Holy Week, 
we gather to remember the Last Supper, at which 
the words that instituted Communion were first 
spoken. We know that after the Last Supper, Judas 
would betray Jesus, leading to Jesus’ crucifixion the 
next day… but as they ate, no one other than Jesus 
knew this was about to happen. A very simple meal 
will be served in conjunction with the service, as we 
reflect through music and Scripture the Last Supper, 
the betrayal, and the crucifixion of Jesus. Please let 
the church office know if you plan to attend; nursery 
will be provided for young children.

24 Hour Prayer Vigil
Our 24-hour prayer vigil will begin following the Maun-
dy Thursday Service on Thursday, April 13th in the 
prayer room. The prayer wheel is located in the gath-
ering space. Please sign up for a 30 minute time slot 
on the wheel. Please indicate whether you are pray-
ing on or off-site.  Thank you for your participation in 
this important spiritual discipline during Holy Week! 

Good Friday
A Community Good Friday service will take place at 
Grace Episcopal at noon on April 14th.

Easter Sunday Schedule
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service

8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:45 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship

11:00 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
and Adult Sunday School Classes



 “I have seen the Lord.”  That’s the first Easter sermon 
ever preached.  At least, that’s what John writes, although 
they are Mary’s words.  After experiencing the risen Christ, 
Mary Magdalene makes the first Easter proclamation to 
the Disciples, in one very short phrase.  It’s as simple as 
that…and as hard.   
 After all, it’s not always easy to see God, is it?  Sure, 
in the beauty and drama that unfolds in worship on Easter 
morning, it’s that simple.  Musical fanfare, favorite hymns, 
baptisms, children singing, lilies in full bloom—it’s hard to 
miss the good news of Easter that one day a year.  How-
ever, seeing God in our everyday lives can sometimes be 
more challenging—let alone proclaiming it others.
 Recently, we have been opening our Leadership Coun-
cil meetings with one question: “Where have you seen God 
since we last met?”  It’s amazing the stories people tell 
around the circle:  prayers answered, kind and generous 
acts,  profound worship experiences, love given and re-
ceived.
 I described seeing God most recently in a conversation 
with my Pastor’s class around the communion table one 
Sunday afternoon.  We were discussing the importance 
of Communion and how it is connected to our baptisms.  
The conversation was going swimmingly when, all of the 
sudden, they began asking questions--deep profound ques-
tions:  Why did Jesus die on the cross?  Was that God’s 
will?  How do we know Jesus is not a myth?  These were 
questions from third graders!  I wanted to say, “Well, it’s 
hard to explain…”
 Perhaps that’s the difference. Its simple to say, “He 
is risen,” but not always easy to explain.  Which, it turns 
out, is good news.  That’s the mystery of Easter.  We don’t 
know how the stone was rolled away or how Jesus was 
resurrected or what it all even fully means.  It’s something 
you almost can’t explain, but can only experience.  It’s al-
most like you only know it, when you see it.
 Which is ultimately what makes the Easter sermon, 
or any Easter proclamation for matter, downright hard.  
Mary makes it look easy.  But I can’t get away with just 
five words.  So, long ago, I gave up trying to explain it. In-
stead I share how and where I have experienced it--in re-
lationships miraculously restored, in wounds unspeakably 
healed, in life found anew, in the impossible made possible.
 You can too.  But it takes intentionality.  Where have 
you seen the Lord?  I bet something is already coming to 
mind.  Now go tell somebody about it.  Don’t worry, you can 
use more than five words.  In fact, use whatever it takes.  
It’s that important!  Just don’t try to explain the mystery.  
Simply tell the story!

“A Note from 
Nathan”

ROYAL PENNIES
Art class taught by Nada Fuqua

Class will meet on Sunday, April 23rd at 
1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

FCC IN PICTORIAL HISTORY
The Heritage Team needs help with the mission of 
taking, organizing, and maintaining a pictorial his-
tory of events at our church.  If you are interested 
in assisting, please contact Susan Scott (270-886-
5311).  You do not have to have camera or comput-
er skills in order to be part of this team.  Also, you 
are encouraged to send photos and videos to Susan 
(sscottmath@gmail.com) of church events.  Current-
ly, any Prayer Partner photos are of special need to 
complete a project.

DISHES LEFT IN KITCHEN
There are a number of dishes that have been left 
in the Kitchen following bereavement meals. Please 
take a minute and stop by after church to collect your 
dishes. We will need to have the space to prepare 
Breakfast for Easter.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Thursday 
of each month in the Gathering Space at noon.  Every-
one is invited to work, learn, or just have fellowship.  
We are adding a new ministry - hats, scarves, caps 
for chemo patients at E C Green Cancer.  If you don’t 
have the time to commit to a shawl you may wish to 
make a hat for your project.  Join us each month and 
beginners are always welcome.  Need more informa-
tion call me at 270-271-7000.  Saundra Kilijian

COOKOUT WITH THE COPS
First Christian Church will be hosting a Cookout with 
the Cops on Saturday, May 6, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. 
next to the basketball court.  Offi-
cers from the Hopkinsville Police De-
partment will be grilling hamburgers 
and hot dogs for our neighbors and 
church family.  A  Backyard Bounc-
er will be there for entertainment. 
The Elders and Deacons are seek-
ing  your help with setting up the ta-
bles, preparing and serving food and 
clean up. Please let Julia Crenshaw 
or Donna Johnson know if you can 
bring a dessert and assist with the 
event.     



REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month, 

unless the offi ce is otherwise notifi ed.)

Gant Golladay Teresa Combs Aneta Mitera
Bobbie Huffman Sue Cummins Hanson Williams
Betty Major Donna Bolton The Frost Family
Lois Carter-Lacy Nita Satterfi eld Dudley Seale
Peggy Meszaros Mark Roseberry Mike Powell
Sandra Litchfi eld Jimmy Cunningham Nada Fuqua
Allison Guffey Caldwell Ava McManaman Albertine Savoie
John Leek Brenda Chambers  Josh Shipp
Terry Anderson & Family Barrett Hendricks

FCC SOFTBALL
Summer Softball is just around the corner. We are 
even more excited about softball....we like to consider 
ourselves a “softball Church” vs a “volleyball Church.” 
Games will be played at Tie Breaker Park weekly begin-
ning in May and will most likely be played until August.  
 If you, or someone you know, is interested in play-
ing on our softball or volleyball teams please let me or 
the Church office know. Thanks to our First Christian 
Church family for all of your continued love and sup-
port for our awesome teams. 
 Trent Haddock 270-339-7125

LET’S EAT!!
This week’s featured small group is Table Talk.  Once 
a month, on the third Thursday, women of all ages 
are invited to join for a night out at a local restau-
rant.  We enjoy fellowship, friendship, and fun.  It’s 
a laid-back evening, not “churchy”, and who doesn’t 
like to eat?  We’ve discussed books, movies, families, 
and the most intense part of the evening is deciding 
where to eat next!  Take this opportunity to get to 
know other women in the church and join us for our 
next night out on Thursday, April 20, at 6 PM when 
we’ll meet at Davinci’s Italian restaurant on North 
Drive.  We would love to have all ages join us.  If you’d 
like to come on the 20th, contact Sheila at 270-839-
2544 or Sara at the church, 270-886-0197.

NEW ARRIVAL
Mac Alexander Viens

Born: March 22, 2017
8lbs 4oz and 203/4 inches long
Parents: Jake and Callie Viens

Big Brother: Kaiden
Grandparents: Chuck and Saranne Chambers

NOTE OF THANKS
Thank you to my sweet Church Family for caring for 
me during my recovery from gallbladder surgery.  The 
food, letters, messages, and kind words helped get 
me through a time when I was to be still!  You know 
that is hard for me!  Thank you for always making me 
feel loved. Love, Natalie Riggs

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
03.05.17 213 03.12.17 162 
03.19.17 175 03.26.17 183 
04.02.17 159 04.09.17 229 

2017 CAMP KUM-BA-YA DATES
CYF Sailing (grades 9-12) - June 4-9
CYF (grades 9-12) - June 11-17
Chi Rho Sailing (grades 6-8) - June 18-23
Third Grade (grade 3) - June 23-25
Chi Rho (grades 6-8) June 26- July 1
Junior (grades 4-5) - July 3-7
Discovery (grades 1-2) - July 7-9
Eighters Camp (at Camp Wakan’Da-Ho, grade 8) -    
  June 11-17
Registration forms are due to the church office by 

April 18. See Sara for more information!
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
AREA 

LEADERS NEEDED
 VBS will be July 24-27, and we are look-

ing for volunteers to coordinate areas. Area Leaders 
aren’t expected to do everything for that area them-
selves, but to find others to join you! If you would be 
interested in coordinating any of the following areas, 
please see Sara or Marie McCourt:
  ~ registration  ~ shepherding
  ~ preschool  ~ decorations
  ~ crafts  ~ science
  ~ storytelling  ~ games
  ~ set-up  
 We look forward to another great year of VBS!

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES!
 The outreach team has narrowed down local mis-
sion options and is hoping to plan a trip soon, possibly 
later in the year, but we need your help! Please an-
swer this quick, one-question survey to let us know 
which of these options appeals to you: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JKXYHTY
 This mission is also meant to serve as a “breaking 
in” for planning an international mission somewhere 
in the Caribbean next year!

RELAY FOR LIFE
We will be accepting donations for Relay for Life for 
the first couple of weeks in May. Buckets will be in the 
Gathering Area and the Narthex for you to place your 
donation. Liberty Christian Church is putting a team 
together and we are going to help support their team 
this year. Thank you, Outreach Team.
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Thank you for your cooperation.


