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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR

Training for the Soul
The Lenten season is a time of interiority, personal 
introspection, and contrition—all intentionally aimed 
at repentance and transformation.  Of course, change 
is not easy.  It requires work, hard work.  In fact, Lent 
can be like a training of sorts.  Trainings prepare us 
for all kinds of things--a race, a new job, a marriage. 
Lent is preparation for our souls. 

March 19, 2017
Hydrate

Exodus 17:1-7; John 4:5-42
Sara Nave Fisher

March 26, 2017
Discipline

1 Samuel 16:1-13; John 9:1-41
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

April 2, 2017
Dead Ends

Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

April 9, 2017 (Palm Sunday)
Tapering Down

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

April 13, 2017 (Maundy Thursday Service)
6:00 PM

April 16, 2017 (Easter Sunday)
Run

Isaiah 50:4-9a; John 20:1-18
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

April 9th-15th, 2017
Maundy Thursday

April 13, 6:00pm
The Maundy Thursday service will be in the Fellowship 
Hall and will include eating a simple meal together 
around tables, as a part of the service itself. Plan to 
attend this special time as we engage our senses to 
reflect on The Last Supper and the events that fol-
lowed.

24 Hour Prayer Vigil
Our 24-hour prayer vigil will begin following the Maun-
dy Thursday Service on Thursday, April 13th in the 
prayer room. The prayer wheel is located in the gath-
ering space. Please sign up for a 30 minute time slot 
on the wheel. Please indicate whether you are pray-
ing on or off-site.  Thank you for your participation in 
this important spiritual discipline during Holy Week! 

Good Friday
A Community Good Friday service will take place at 
Grace Episcopal at noon on April 14th.

Easter Sunday Schedule
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service

8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:45 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship

11:00 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
and Adult Sunday School Classes

Easter Egg Hunt
Please drop off donations of candy to Sara’s office! 
The hunt will be at 11:00am on Easter Sunday, follow-
ing worship. All are welcome!



 Every Tuesday during Lent, a group of women 
gathers on couches in one of the youth rooms in the 
church for a book study. We’re discussing Liturgy of 
the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life. In it, 
the author talks about slowing down and observing 
the rituals in everyday life: in brushing our teeth, mak-
ing our beds, drinking our tea, sitting in traffic.
 That has got me thinking about all the ways I 
don’t usually pay attention during my days. The au-
thor points out that the Bible gives us the “highlight 
reel,” if you will, of Jesus’ life… but really, he spent his 
days doing the same things we do. Eating. Sleeping. 
Working. Talking to people. There are decades of his 
life unrecorded, and our best guess for those years 
is that they were as mundane as anything you or I 
experience. 
 And that is part of the beauty of Jesus, I think: 
His life was spent in the mundane, and yet, he dis-
played connections with God unlike any other human 
throughout all of history. Even church life has its mun-
dane; there are always signups circulating, lessons 
to be prepared, reports to be written, juice to be 
poured into little cups for communion, and dishes to 
be washed. The mundane of church life can get tiring, 
but we see glimpses of God in all that we do. Each of 
these tasks requires a person — or crew of people — 
behind it, in often unseen ways. As I read through this 
Messenger, I give thanks for everyone who is behind 
the scenes in every request and every update. I give 
thanks for you. 
 When I was commissioned, my mentor gave me a 
candleholder in the shape of an angel, made from bul-
let shells in the Philippines. She did this to remind me 
that every task — even the most mundane and the 
most secular — can be sacred. This is true in church 
life, and it’s true in each of our own lives.
 If you haven’t taken on a Lenten practice, I en-
courage you to do this for the next few weeks: Each 
morning, before you get out of bed, remember that 
you are fully loved by God, just as you are — even with 
morning breath! Every time you eat — even if it is a 
snack on the go — pause to reflect on the farmers 
and the harvesters and the processors who made 
your food, and the soil and rain and sun that made it 
grow. When you lie down, unplug for thirty seconds, 
breathe deeply, and give thanks for your day. God is 
not only in the highlight reel; God is all around us.

“A Note from 
Sara”

TGIW 
Programming for March 2017

#4nights4dinners
Our nation is divided.  Which means that every as-
pect of living in this country is too.  It’s even beginning 
to take a toll on Christianity.  And let’s be honest, the 
Church doesn’t need any more division.  So what do 
we do about it?  What would Jesus do?  Honestly, 
I don’t know.  But I know what Jesus did.  He ate…
often….and most of the time with people who were dif-
ferent from him—those others called “unclean,” “sin-
ners,” even “the enemy.”  So we are going to do the 
same.  We are going to sit down and eat with one an-
other.  We are going to share conversation, around 
a table, with people who think differently then we do,  
all in an effort to find common ground—or what some 
might call “communion.”  There will be assigned seat-
ing (so make sure and sign up!), table facilitators, and 
a specific topic.  We hope you will come and be part 
of the change you hope to see in the world.

MARCH 22, 2017
Topic: Gender

5:30 Meal - Provided by Four Seasons
Menu: Baked Turkey and Dressing, Mashed 

Potatoes, Steamed Vegetable Medley, Cheese Cake
Children’s Menu: Same as adult

6:00 p.m. Program 

MARCH 29, 2017
Topic: Patriotism, Nationalism, and Exceptionalism

5:30 Meal - Provided by Four Seasons
Menu: Mexican Fajitas, Rice, Salad,

Chips and Salsa, Cherry Cobbler
Children’s Menu: Same as adult

6:00 p.m. Program

TGIW RESERVATIONS
As TGIW resumes, we want you to be aware that we 
will NOT be having standing reservations this spring.  
Therefore, if you plan to eat dinner at TGIW, please 
indicate this each week on the attendance cards in 
worship, or call the church office by noon on Monday.  
Thank you for your flexibility in this change!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Thursday 
of each month in the Gathering Space at noon.  Every-
one is invited to work, learn, or just have fellowship.  
We are adding a new ministry - hats, scarves, caps 
for chemo patients at E C Green Cancer.  If you don’t 
have the time to commit to a shawl you may wish to 
make a hat for your project.  Join us each month and 
beginners are always welcome.  Need more informa-
tion call me at 270-271-7000.  Saundra Kilijian



REMEMBER IN DAILY PRAYER
(Names will remain on prayer list for one month, 

unless the offi ce is otherwise notifi ed.)

Gant Golladay Teresa Combs Aneta Mitera
Bobbie Huffman Sue Cummins Hanson Williams
Betty Major Donna Bolton The Frost Family 
Lois Carter-Lacy Nita Satterfi eld Dudley Seale
Peggy Meszaros Mark Roseberry Mike Powell
Sandra Litchfi eld Family of Ann Satterfi eld Jimmy Cunningham
Family of Glenda Schiesz Family of Kathleen Montgomery
Family of Delores McCord Allison Guffey Caldwell Ava McManaman
Nada Fuqua John Leek

ROYAL PENNIES
Art class taught by Nada Fuqua

Class will meet on Sunday, March 19th at 
1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

LENT BOOK CLUB 
All adults are invited to a Lent Book Club! We’ll meet at 
the church at noon on Tuesdays, and it is not too late 
to join! We’ll be reading Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sa-
cred Practices in Everyday Life by Tish Harrison War-
ren. This easy-to-read book considers practices such 
as baptism, communion, prayer, and sabbath through 
the lens of everyday activities. Whether you’ve done 
anything like this before or not, you’re welcome! See 
Sara to sign up or for more information. 

SYMPATHY
Christian Sympathy is extended to Mary Anne Hale 
and family in death of her sister, Dolores McCord 
who died on February 20th at the age of 95 in Eag-
leville, TN.

Christian sympathy is extended to Gary Satterfield 
and family in the death of his mother, Ann Satterfield 
who died on February 25th.

Christian sympathy is extended to Brenda Chambers 
and family in the death of her sister, Glenda Schiesz 
who died on February 25th.

Christian Sympathy is extended to Katherine Foster 
and family in the death of her mother, Kathleen Mont-
gomery who died on February 26th in Lafayette, Lou-
isiana.

BAGS FOR SALE!
Our denominational camp, Camp Kum-Ba-Ya, is in 
the process of raising funds to replace its dilapidated 
dock. Our children and youth will be decorating reus-
able grocery bags and will be selling them on March 
19th in the Gathering Space, with all proceeds going 
toward this project! 

ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
02.05.17 193 02.12.17 181 
02.19.17 204 02.26.17 168 
03.05.17 213 03.12.17 162 

FINANCIAL REPORT SUMMARY
 Way to Go First Christian!!   I have been working 
to finalize our financial information for 2016 and am 
pleased to say that we had 144 giving units who gave 
$522,609.02 toward our General Fund last year.  
Our spending was under budget by $12,750.00, our 
giving slightly exceeded our projections.  We had pro-
jected a balanced budget for 2016 and our income 
was very much on target. If you are interested in 
seeing a more detailed financial report, please look 
for the year-end financials to be available in the nar-
thex by Sunday, March 19.  Thank you First Christian 
Church Family for your generous support of the Gen-
eral Fund in 2016 - and thank you staff, committee 
chairs, and members for managing the expenses of 
the church.
 While our continued giving to the General Fund is 
probably the most important way to insure that our 
ministries continue and our facility is preserved, we 
are also fortunate to have a number of other funds 
that act to supplement the General Fund. The Capi-
tal Fund we use for building needs. This fund will be 
tapped this spring to repair and replace sections of 
our sidewalks.  The Permanent Fund provides inter-
est income that supports outreach, the General Fund, 
and other programs in the church. The Memorial/
Reserve Fund holds a variety of designated accounts, 
memorials, and bequests that can be used to sup-
port the ministries and needs of the church.  During 
2016, we drew on the Cayce Youth Fund to pay for 
new uniform shirts for our sports teams, and from 
the Memorial Reserve Outreach account for the ben-
efit of the Boys and Girls Club, Alzheimer’s Walk, and 
Christian County Literacy Council, among others.  We 
are very grateful for the reserve funds we have avail-
able to further our ministry.
 In addition to the General Fund and other church 
funds, our members give in so many other ways to 
many other outreach causes.  The letter that I sub-
mitted in the newsletter on February 22 set forth the 
work done and money given to the many outreach 
projects of this church.   2016 was a great year at 
First Christian Church and I want to thank you again 
for the many gifts you share with us, as we seek to 
serve God through our community of faith.
Jane R. Wells, Financial Secretary

NOTE OF THANKS
Thank you so much for your kindness during our fam-
ily’s loss. The meal was wonderful. The food was deli-
cious and we are thankful for the time to gather and 
reflect.
 God Bless! Jerry Mattingly & Family 
  (Dawn Camp family)
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Thank you for your cooperation.

ORDER FORM FOR THE 
“Easter Cross”

Will be available in the Sunday Bulletins on
Sunday, March 19, March 26 and April 2.

Deadline to get order to the church is
Monday, April 3rd. Thank you!

 
       On Easter Sunday we will decorate with a cross of 
Easter lilies and Spring flowers as well as potted lilies.  
We will be collecting donations of $10 to purchase 
the  flowers. 
     I am donating ______ to help decorate the church 
with Easter lilies this year.
 

In Honor or Memory of (CIRCLE ONE) 

(PLEASE PRINT to avoid mistakes in spelling)
 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
Given By: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
Please provide current information 

 

Please place your check or cash with this order 

form in the offering this Sunday or mail to:  First 

Christian Church, 2601 S. Walnut, Hopkinsville, 

KY  42240.
 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS 
Monday, April 3, 2017


