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STEWARDSHIP FOCUS:
“With Glad and Generous Hearts….”

Sunday, September 20, 2015
Responsibility

2 Corinthians 13:5-14; Genesis 1:1-2:4
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Sunday, September 27, 2015
Sacrifice

Proverbs 1:20-33; Mark 8:27-38
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

October 4, 2015
Gratitude

Psalm 23; Acts 2:42-47
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Remember in Daily Prayer
Nancy Cost Kittie Deason Betty Major
Gant Golladay Chris Deason   Pat Simpson
Peggy Jones Laura Jones Helen Marshall
Ray Shively Ashley Grace Aneta Mitera  
Teresa Combs Tina Bruce Margaret Prim
Nicholas Ryan Herndon Gary Manning Steve Mayes
Tom Outlawe Jack Scott Ramona Collins
Paul Farmer Melissa Gentry Bobbie Huffman
Barbara Hattenbach  Bill Fisher Oakley J. Haddock
Jim Cummins Peggy Stephenson Gavin Bruce
Sue Cummins Hanson Williams Nita Satterfield
Ronald Cunningham Vickie Smiley Bill Ford
Patrick Riley Mary Susan Price Cheryl Tobin
Bill Lile Mark Roseberry Edna Chastain
Rosie East Sara Camp Ella Shimon
Martha Brasher Jerry Brasher 
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ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
08.09.15 E-55 L-123 08.16.15 E-70 L-130 
08.23.15 E-64 L-133 08.30.15 E-41 L-116
09.06.15 E-40 L-124 09.13.15 L-167 

CHALLENGE HOUSE CHALLENGE
10k run or 2 mile walk

8:00 am September 19th, 2015
This community event is a fundraiser for the pur-
chase of Challenge House #6, as well as an opportu-
nity to get to know all of the Challenge House neigh-
borhoods.  The 10k run will follow a route that goes 
by each of the Challenge Houses, which is sure to be 
a wonderful experience.  There will also be a 2 mile 
walk, and an opportunity to take a bus tour of the dif-
ferent neighborhoods.  Registration is $20 for the 
10k walk or 2 mile run, and includes a t-shirt.  

There are many ways for you to participate.  You can 
do the run, walk, or bus tour.  Or you can volunteer to 
be a spectator and cheer for the participants as they 
run by.  We hope that all of First Christian will partici-
pate in some way!  More information and registration 
forms can be picked up at the church office.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Jackie or Sara.

      YOUTH NEWS

Youth Bonfire & Capture the Flag at the Fishers’
October 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

We’ll roast hot dogs and marshmallows - dress for 
outside games and bring your friends!

There will be No Youth Group on October 4th.

Youth Ministry
Are you interested in learning more about youth min-
istry? Whether you’re a parent, leader, or a church 
member with a heart for young people, you’re invited 
to attend a class on Thursday, September 24 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Conference Room. Contact Sara at saraf@
firstchristianhopkinsville.org for more information.



“A Note from 
Nathan”

 I grew up attending Central Christian Church in 
Lebanon, Indiana.  It is a Disciples of Christ church 
much like our church here in Hopkinsville.  The aver-
age worship attendance was similar.  At the time the 
membership of the church was comprised of many of 
the leaders in the community.  Central represented 
the diversity of Lebanon along the lines of economics, 
politics, and theology.
 Of course, as a child, I simply viewed it as “my 
church.”  It was full of people who loved me and sup-
ported my family.  It was where I became inspired by 
preaching for the first time.  It was the place I sang in 
the children’s choir.  It was the congregation in front 
of whom I made my first confession of faith.
 This summer, I had a lot of time to reflect on 
my past—reconnecting to my call to ministry.  That 
congregation played an important role in that call.  
Thinking about the church of my childhood has made 
me appreciate more that congregation as an adult.  
More than anything else because that church is an 
anomaly today.  
 The president of the Republican Party sat next to 
the president of the Democratic Party in worship.  A 
single mother with five children on welfare sang in 
the choir with the wealthiest member of the commu-
nity.  People who interpreted scripture very differently 
were all part of the same Eldership. 
 Truth be told, I appreciate First Christian Church 
for many of these same reasons. There are not many 
churches like ours left—a church that can agree to 
disagree, a congregation that is not built on ideology 
or a stance on one “issue,” rather on a table where 
everyone is welcome.  I heard one minister this sum-
mer describe our kind of church as an endangered 
species.  I think he is right, which makes our message 
even more important to share.
 After all, isn’t this the church God calls us to be?  
Isn’t this the church that reflects the kind of love we 
witness in Jesus Christ?  Isn’t this the church you are 
proud to call “my church”?  I hope so.  And I hope you 
are not scared to tell others.  It’s become obvious to 
me that this is the church so many in our world are 
craving desperately.
 Our voice, the voice of First Christian Church, is 
unique and more important than ever.  Even in our 
community, we have an important tradition and theo-
logical perspective people need to hear.  Unfortunate-
ly, anymore it is a peculiar one.  And being atypical 
can cause you to feel alone in a crowd.  Not everyone 
is going to agree with you.  
 That is okay.  Embrace it.  Own it.  Be who God 
has called you to be.  Especially today, it is important 
for us to be reminded of who we are as an import-
ant part of the Body of Christ—a people of the table, 
where everyone is welcome!  I look forward to seeing 
you there this Sunday….

Nathan

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT  
AVAILABLE AT CHURCH

Many of you may not realize that our church has had 
a variety of medical equipment donated to the church 
for use by its members and others who may be in 
need of it.  The equipment is stored in a closet in the 
administrative area across from the Elizabeth Stone 
office.  There are walkers, a cane, shower seats, com-
modes, a wheel chair, and even a lift chair.  We also 
have a telephone with amplified sound.  Please feel 
free to come by and see if there is anything you might 
need.

NOTE OF THANKS
Dear First Christian Church,
 Thank you for your letters, cards and prayers 
during my recent surgery. Special thanks to Sandy for 
her visits and thoughtfulness. It means a lot to have 
caring friends and to be remembered.
 Love, Madge Loftus

CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
FOUNDATION EVENT

“Proven Planned Giving Strategies For Your 
Church”

Have you ever wondered why faithful, dedicated mem-
bers of your church die and leave charitable gifts else-
where, but not to the church?  Is it possible to change 
the culture in your church from being surprised when 
you receive an end of life gift to being surprised when 
you don’t?  The answer is “Yes!”  You are invited to 
an evening with the Christian Church Foundation for 
a free seminar entitled, “Proven Planned Giving Strat-
egies for Your Church.”  These seminars, supported 
by the Region, are taking place throughout Kentucky 
during the month of October.  Pastors and lay lead-
ers alike are encouraged to attend.  First Christian 
Church in Hopkinsville has been asked to host one of 
these events.  Because the Christian Church Foun-
dation is organizing the meal, we are asking that you 
register for the event by Wednesday, October 7th.  
You can do so by calling/emailing the church office.  
We hope you will make an effort to attend!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

               AUTUMN 
                 FEST
Sunday, October 25, 2015

(More information to follow in the next Messenger)



CHRISTIAN CARE COMMUNITIES
CORNELL MEMORY CENTER

101 North Drive (across from Chapel House)
Hopkinsville, KY 42240

(270) 885-1375
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

*Adult Day Center for seniors featuring the Best 
Friends Approach to Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care.
*Offers personal care, nursing care, activities and 
meals

PROMISE LAND PRESCHOOL
PAPER DRIVE SEPT.

These are the items needed for the preschool to op-
erate on a daily basis. Donated items may be left in 
the church office during the week or outside of the 
Preschool Director’s Office on Sunday mornings.
 Thank you, Preschool Board

Multi-fold paper towels (Sam’s Club product #46974)
Wet wipes (non scented)

Paper towels
Plastic spoons
Plastic Forks

8 ounce drinking cups (no styrofoam please)
Small & Large Paper Plates (no styrofoam please)

Small bowls (no styrofoam please)
Napkins

Toilet tissue
Kleenex

Ziplock baggies (any size)
Brown paper bags

Trash bags (13 gallon size)

2015 WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
Pennyrile Area - Hopkinsville, KY
Saturday, September 26, 2015

Registration - 9am | Ceremony - 9:45am | Walk -10am
Route Length: 1.5 miles

Christian County Justice Center
100 Justice Way , Hopkinsville, KY 42240

SALVATION ARMY SOUP KITCHEN
First Christian Church has resumed preparing lunch 
at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen. We will be pre-
paring and serving every Wednesday until the end 
of October. If you would like to help please join us at 
the Soup Kitchen on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

ROYALPENNIES RESUMES 
SEPTEMBER 20!!.  

School opening and Labor Day mean it’s time for  
Royalpennies. Some of us have painted together 3 
years.  If  you’re new to FCC,  you are invited to our 
group of all ages who want to oil paint on a Sunday 
afternoon with friends.  It’s a lot of fun!  You may be a 
beginner or an accomplished artist.  We usually meet 
the  third Sunday of most months from 1:30 to about 
3:30pm. Come Sept. 20 and use some of my mate-
rials to see if you would like to join.  I’m the “teacher” 
and there’s no charge.  Bring a friend.  We meet in 
Fellowship Hall.  Nada Fuqua  Call 270-886-9890 for 
more details.

TGIW SCHEDULE
September 23rd - Stewardship of Our Gifts

Has First Christian Church played an important role 
in your life?  What kind of influence has it had on your 
relationship with God?  Can you think of a story that 
represents the difference our church is making in the 
community?  Nathan will lead a conversation aimed 
at hearing from you the reasons for which you give of 
your time, energy and resources to FCC.
Meal (Catered by Four Seasons) - Smoked Brisket, Hash 

Brown Casserole, Caesar Salad, Cobbler

September 30th - Raising Good Stewards
Have you ever wondered how to talk to your children 
about stewardship?  Have you ever thought about 
how we encourage generosity among our young peo-
ple?  Can our church create a culture of gratitude 
that includes the youth and children of our church?  
Jackie will be addressing these questions and others 
during her program this week.

Meal (Catered by Four Seasons) - Roast Beef slow  
roasted in a flavored gravy with vegetables, Garlic 

Mashed Potatoes, Apple Cake

STEWARDSHIP FOCUS:
“With Glad and Generous Hearts...” (Acts 2:46)

In worship the next three Sundays, we will spend time 
reflecting on this year’s stewardship focus: “With Glad 
and Generous Hearts.”  Just as early gatherings of 
Christians included giving thanks for all they have been 
given, so too do we offer our thanks through the stew-
ardship of our gifts in the church today.  Each week’s 
theme in worship will relate to a specific aspect of 
stewardship, preceded by a more in-depth conversa-
tion around that aspect during our TGIW program on 
Wednesdays.  There will be lots of opportunity to hear 
more about the ministry of our church in the coming 
year and to think about ways in which we might offer 
our gifts to that ministry.  A concluding stewardship 
breakfast will take place during the Sunday School hour 
on Sunday, October 4th.  More information about this 
year’s stewardship emphasis will be forthcoming in 
newsletters and bulletins.  We pray that you will begin 
now prayerfully considering what gifts you might give to 
the ministry of FCC in the coming year!
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