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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, May 17, 2015
What to Make of Judas

Psalm 1; Acts 1:15-17, 22-26
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Sunday, May 24, 2015
Everyday Pentecost

Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b; Acts 2:1-11
Rev. Nathan C. Brown

Sunday, May 31, 2015 (Sabbatical Send-Off)
I’m Not Here 

John 3:1-7; Isaiah 6:1-8
Rev. Nathan Brown
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POSITION OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FOR THE 

ELIZABETH STONE MEMORIAL FUND
After 35 years of service, Diane Beatty is retiring. We 
are so very grateful for and appreciative of Diane’s 
dedication, diligence and hard work over these many 
years. The trustees of First Christian Church are now 
accepting applications for the Executive Director posi-
tion. If you would like a job description please contact 
Mary Bolton in the church office at maryb@firstchris-
tianhopkinsville.org. If you are interested in applying, 
please send a resume with a cover letter expressing 
your interest to Donna Bolton at donnabolton1@twc.
com or 208 Millbrooke Dr., Hopkinsville, KY 42240. 
The deadline for accepting applications is Friday, May 
15, 2015.  Any questions can be directed to Donna 
at 270-484-6538.

CATCH THE EXCITEMENT!
THE KIWANIS HOPKINSVILLE SOAP BOX DERBY

June 20, 2015
The 10th annual Kiwanis Hopkinsville Soapbox Derby 
will again be held on Bethel Street in downtown Hop-
kinsville.

Calendar of Events:
May 16    Build Clinic (8am to Noon) [Bradford 
 Square Mall]

May 30   Build Clinic (8am to Noon) (Registration 
 Deadline) [Bradford Square Mall]

June 13  Final Build Clinic (8am to Noon) (First 
 Impound Day) [Bradford Square Mall)

June 15   Final Impound Day (10am to 6pm) 
 [Bradford Square Mall]

June 18   Racers banquet at James E Bruce 
 Convention Center

June 19   Pre-race testing and Super Kids Race

June 20   RACE DAY!

For additional information to register contact 
Spencer Warren at 270-498-3973
Chuck Cummins at 270-889-8901 

or visit www.hopkinsvillesoapbox.com
Drivers Wanted age 7 to 20!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is looking for new 
members to make shawls for people in need. If you 
crochet or knit or want to learn how to do either come 
join us the first Wednesday of each month at noon in 
the gathering area. This ministry provides a physical 
presence of God’s all surrounding love. Come join us.



“A Note from 
Nathan”

 So, I’m going on sabbatical.  Have you heard that yet?  
Except rather than those words describing an event in the 
distant future, they now describe a present reality.  I will be 
away from First Christian Church on sabbatical from June 
1, 2015 – August 31, 2015.  
 If you have ever played the game “telephone” you know 
how information can sometimes get misunderstood.  I will 
not be gone for one year or two years as some have inquired.  
I’m also not “completing my doctorate so that I can leave,” 
as others have suggested.  I am simply taking three months 
away to rest, renew, and revitalize.  
 I will spend some time at Sewanee working on my D.MIN.  
I will represent our church at the General Assembly for the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Columbus, Ohio.  
Mostly, however, I will be spending some time with my family, 
reading things I do not normally get to read, and resting my 
mind, body, and spirit for the next chapter of our ministry 
together.  I am looking forward to my sabbatical.
 As I have said before, though, I will miss all of you more 
than you will miss me.  I will be missing the people who have 
become our friends and our extended family.  I will be missing 
leading you in worship each and every week.  I will be missing 
my family’s community of faith.  We are going to miss you!
 On the other hand, you are going to hear excellent 
preaching from a variety of different voices this summer.  
You are going to be led well by our FCC staff and lay lead-
ership.  You are going to have some unique opportunities 
for fellowship and reflection about our future.  You are also 
going to take some Sabbath of your own, I hope.
 Thankfully, it’s only three months.  And, yes, you can still 
say “Hello!” to me at the grocery store and at the gas station.  
I suspect we will run into one another.  It is, after all, a small 
town!  
 My prayer is that blessings are going to emerge from 
this time apart, which we could have never anticipated.  This 
can only happen if we make room for the Spirit to show up.  
So trust Pastor Jackie.  Trust the FCC staff.  Trust the Exec-
utive Committee: Spencer Kilijian, Linda Ledford, Mike Cayce 
and Scott Ross.  But most of all, trust God.  The truth is, this 
time is going to go by fast.  Before we know it, we will be back 
together talking about what we learned and experienced 
while we were apart.
 In advance, I want to thank Pastor Jackie, the FCC staff, 
and the FCC leadership for the important ministry they do 
every day and for the extra work they will be doing while I am 
away.  I want to thank YOU for allowing me this opportunity 
to rest for what God has in store for our future.  I want to 
thank God for bringing us together for these first five years 
of ministry, and the ministry we will share in the future. I hope 
you will make every effort to come to our last worship ser-
vice together, before my sabbatical, on Sunday, May 31st at 
10:40 AM.  If I do not get to see you before then, good bye 
for now.  I will see you soon……

Remember in Daily Prayer
Sandy Cunningham Kittie Deason Betty Major Gant Golladay 
Chris Deason   Pat Simpson Peggy Jones Laura Jones 
Helen Marshall Bob Eubanks Ashley Grace Aneta Mitera   
Teresa Combs Tina Bruce Marlene Shadowen Steve Mayes 
Gary Manning Bob Cayce Tom Outlawe Jack Scott 
Ramona Collins Paul Farmer Melissa Gentry Olivia Martin 
Barbara Hattenbach  Mary Lois Clark Oakley J. Haddock Jim Cummins 
Peggy Stephenson Gavin Bruce Sue Cummins Nancy Cost
Hanson Williams Albert Finley Nell Ritzheimer Betty McLerran

GREETERS NEEDED!
Anyone willing to help at the 10:40 Sunday morning 
worship service by being an usher, please contact 
Scott Ross at 270 886 9357. We are in need of 2 
or 3 people to assist before and during the worship 
service.

NOTES OF THANKS
Dear Church Family,
 Thank you for all your love, care and concern 
during my illness. The prayers, notes, cards, calls and 
visits helped so much. A special thank you to Sandy 
who helped with everything.
   Love, Ramona Collins

Dear Church Friends,
 Your expressions of concern, cards, food and 
phone calls meant so much to us. Our thanks also to 
Sandy Cunningham for her thoughtfulness.
   The family of Don Murphy
    Linda, Dan and Mark

PENTECOST OFFERING
Sunday, May 17th and 24th

“The Church is shining light in dark places”
This year the Pentecost Offering will be taken on 
Sundays, May 17 and May 24. With your support 
to this special day offering we can continue with 
work of the new church movement on behalf of the 
Christian Church. Your gift helps support the birth 
of new churches in your Region and throughout the 
United States and Canada and makes it possible for 
the Church to recruit, assess, train and coach new 
church leaders. One half of the offering is dedicated 
to each Region and Area and the other half is used 
by Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation to 
support the new church ministry. Help us spread the 
light in dark places by loving a growing number of Dis-
ciples Churches back to life. To view the video and for 
more information about how you can make a gift to 
the Pentecost Offering today, visit www.hopepmt.org.



ATTENDANCE PAST SIX WEEKS
04.05.15 M-51 S-29 L-320 04.12.15 E-40 L-121
04.19.15 E-50 L-141 04.26.15 One Service 195
05.03.15 E-30 L-245 05.10.15 E-44 L-162  

May 17th
Staff  

Appreciation 
Sunday

We will have a break-
fast during the Sunday School hour to recognize our 
church staff and to honor a number of important 
milestones many of them have achieved this year. 
Proceeds from the breakfast will benefit Relay for 
Life.

May 31st
Sabbatical  

Send-Off Sunday
(One Worship Service at 10:40 

AM)
This will be Nathan’s last Sunday be-
fore he begins his sabbatical.  Rev. 
Greg Alexander, from the Region, 

will be present.  A reception will follow worship.

SALVATION ARMY SOUP KITCHEN
First Chritian Church has resumed preparing lunch 
at the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen. We will be pre-
paring and serving every Wednesday until the end 
of October. If you would like to help please join us at 
the Soup Kitchen on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

SUMMER WORSHIP LEADERS
Summer is drawing near and time for school to be 
out,family vacations, and fun summer projects to be-
gin!  Perhaps we are not as regular in our church at-
tendance.  However, we still need worship leaders at 
the 10:40 service.  Several of you have signed up for 
worship leader but we still need more.  The Sign-Up 
Sheet is outside the Fellowship Hall on the table in the 
greeting area. If you know your summer schedule and 
would be willing to be a worship leader, please sign up 
or you may call me at 270-839-0442 or 270-886-
4248 and let me know when you might be able to 
serve.  Thanks to those who have already signed up.  
Thank you.  Jane Wells, Worship & Music Committee

PLASTIC LID RECYCLE PROJECT 
ENDS SOON

We will no longer be collecting plastic lids for camp 
as of June 1. So, get those lids in before June 1.

CHURCH FAMILY FUN NIGHTS!
 This summer, instead of doing a traditional VBS, 
the Children’s Ministry Team has decided to do 
something new and different!  We will be hosting four 
Church Family Fun Nights on Wednesday evenings 
during the summer.  
 What is a Church Family Fun Night you ask?  Well, 
it is a night of fun for the whole church family!  Each 
gathering will have a brief Bible study and response 
time, an activity and games, and fellowship for all 
ages!
 What do I need to bring to these Church Family 
Fun Nights?  First of all, you need to bring yourself, 
your family, your friends!  Second of all, bring your 
own food and drinks with you (unless otherwise spec-
ified), and maybe a few lawn chairs.  And third of all, 
bring a desire to have fun!
 Each of these Church Family Fun Nights will hap-
pen at the church on the lawn near the playground.  
We hope to see you there!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE 
CHURCH FAMILY FUN NIGHTS!

June 17, 5-7 pm – Movie Night on the lawn
July 8, 5-7 pm – Patriotic Pot-luck
 We will provide the burgers and hot dogs.  

You bring your favorite side dishes!
July 29, 5-7 pm – Water Game night
 We will put out a few water slides for the 

young people.  Be prepared for a few water 
games for the adults, too!

August 12, 5-7 pm – Back-to-School Ice Cream So-
cial. Bring your favorite flavor of ice cream 
(homemade or store bought).

 If you have any questions, please contact Jackie.

CHALLENGE HOUSE CELEBRATIONS
Several activites took place at CH last month which 
are cause for cheer:
* The Maundy Thursday service Nathan conduct-
ed there was attended by about 25 neighors, mostly 
children.
* The neighbors themselves organized an Easter 
Egg hunt so community is really building!
* During Spring Break, CH was open for several 
hours each afternoon and 6-20  kids attended. Kathy 
Harton talked about Jamaica one day. Natalie Riggs 
played games another, 4 H members were there 
building bird houses, and Toni Riley brought her goats 
and chickens to share. We had some  moms attend 
who helped out and, all in all, about ten church mem-
bers donated their time. THANKS so much!
* A group of neighbor ladies meet at CH once a 
month to crochet. Nancy Shaw participates in that 
group.
* Participants in tutoring for this school year cele-
brated the end of the year by taking the church bus 
to Toni Riley’s farm to observe and enjoy animals and 
roast hot dogs and marshmallows. A GREAT time 
was had by all 7 boys!
* Finally an impromtu prayer occurred as Ambas-
sador JoAnne was walking the neighborhood.

COME JOIN THIS MINISTRY!
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
SOFTBALL TEAM SCHEDULE

All Games are played at Tie Breaker Park

Monday, May 18 Field 2 7:30 p.m.

Monday, June 1 Field 4 8:30 p.m.

Monday, June 8 Field 4 6:30 p.m.

Monday, June 15 Field 5 6:30 p.m.

Monday, June 22 Field 3 6:30 p.m.

Monday, June 29 Field 5 7:30 p.m.

Monday, July 6 Field 4 7:30 p.m.

Monday, July 13 Field 5 8:30 p.m.

Monday, July 20 Single Elimination Tournament

Come out and cheer your team on!

MILLBROOK CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ)
703 Country Club Lane

Hopkinsville, Kentucky

invites you to an afternoon of music

Sunday, May 17th at 2:30 p.m.

Matt McNeill

Resident Collaborative Pianist

at Austin Peay University,

will be performing a piano concert

including Bach and beautiful arrangements of

traditional hymns.

Everyone is welcome.

Please come join us for this special event.

CO-ED


